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Laster Week of Braver 


Subjects recommended in the Call for Praver 
Issued hy the Federal Counril of the Churches of Christ in America 


Sunday, April 13—Sermons on a New Year for a New World. : 
We have not passed this way before. The New Church Life. Hosannas in the Redeemed City. 
Isa. 65: 17-18. John 3: 17. Eph. 2: 13-22, 
Monday, April 14—The New Discovery of Self. (Create in us clean hearts, O God.) 


In confession, thanksgiving and cleansing get new strength for tasks and temptations. Covet a richer 
personal religious life. Prayer and praise with faith and zeal bring manifold blessings. Seek a new 
sense of the worth of prayer; cultivate the habit of praying every day at noon. 

Psalms 51: 10-17. Eph. 4: 1-2. I Peter 1: 18-16. Jude 20-21. 


Tuesday, April 15—The New Discovery of God. (J am with you all the days.) 
Exult in the Fatherhood of God. Find Him anew in the grass, the lily and the sparrow, in the 
immigrant and the child. Crave for every day the quitkened sense of God felt during war-days. 
Loyalty to our Geader as true as soldiers and sailors were to their leaders. Let men read us as 


living letters of Christ. Psalms 8 Isa. 45: 20-25. Mat. 5:16; 23: 8-10. Heb. 2: 10-11. 


Wednesday, April 16—The New Stewardship. (Stewards of the grace of God.) 
In the Home if Jesus came what would we change? In Business would His presence change 
employers and employees? In Colleges and Schools; that more men and women may give them- 
selves to His ministry. In getting and spending and giving show that we live not unto ourselves. 
Add to the generous war-time gifts for the bigger fight to overcome evil with good. 
4 Num. 14: 24; 32:12. Rom. 12: 9-13. I Cor. 10: 31-32. II Cor. 8: 7. 


Thursday, April 17—The New Passion for Others. (The love of Christ contrains us.) 


World-wide zeal to give the Gospel to every creature. Prayer for the associations of men and 
women that build. up youth and carry Christ to the poor, the children, the immigrants and the derelicts 
of society. Church Unity and Co-operation. Higher ideals for town and community made good by 
the Churches of 'Christ. To bring in better days. Move from words to work, from sentiment to strategie 


co-operation. Isa. 56:, 6-8; 58: 6-7. Mat. 9: 35-38. John 17: 22-23. James 2: 15-17, 


Friday, April 18—The New Sacrifice. (He gave Himself for us.) 


They who are best do best, for being is the measure of doing. Emulate the men at the front. 
Share Christ’s spirit of self-sacrifice to do the will of God. Walk with Him, not compelled as Simon, 
but joyously as Paul; if need be witness as martyrs for Christ. The only fruitful thing is sacrifice; 
great things come chiefly through great sacrifices. Carry sympathy to wounded soldiers and sailors, to 
widows and orphans and to the destitute in every land. Bear others’ burdens and lift the heavy 


end of the load. Psalms 40: 7-8. Isa. 58: 9-11. John 17: 18-19. James 1: 27. 


Saturday, April 19—The New Day for Palestine. 


Rejoice with Armenia and Syria and in the redemption of Jerusalem. The New Patriotism. In- 
ternational Justice and Goodwill. The Partnership of Nations. The Commonwealth of the World. 
" Psalms 122; 147: 1-8. Acts 17: 26-28. Heb. 12: 22-24. Rev. 21: 1-2. 


Sunday, April 20—Sermons on the Resurrection. 
Jesus and the Resurrection. Victory through Christ. The King of Glory. The King of Kings. 
- Luke ‘1: 32-38. Rev. 11: 15; 12: 10. 
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Marcu 20, 1919, 


Rev. Nathan C. Schaeffer, D.D.,LLD. 


The MESSENGER notes with a deep sense of 
sorrow the death of Dr. Nathan C. Schaeffer, 
who died at his home in Lancaster, Pa., on Sat- 
urday, March 15, 1919. In making this an- 
nouncement to our readers we regret that we 
do not have a leter photograph of the Doctor. 
The accompanying cut has been in our files for 
several years and portrays the great educator 
in the prime of his life. 

The MESSENGER will no doubt receive other 
communications expressive of the high esteem 
in which Dr. Schaeffer was held, and these will 
be given place in the columns of later issues. 
Scores of telegrams and letters of condolence 
have been received by members of the family. 
Among the telegrams was one from Governor 
Sproul. Many messages were also received at 
the Educational Department in Harrisburg. 
As one of the earliest tributes to be published 
and one of the most valuable appreciations, the 
following editorial in the Philadelphia Public 
Ledger is noteworthy: 

“The death of Doctor Schaeffer, who for 
more than a quarter of a century had been 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction, re- 
moves a man from public life who represented 
a determining epoch in our educational devel- 
opment. Dying in the harness, as he no doubt 
viished to die, playing his part, despite his 
threescore years and ten, in a way that might 
have been impossible even to a younger man, 
Doctor Schaeffer, both in his exceutive capac- 
ity and as an expert in the philosophy of edu- 
cation, had a firm grip on the practical essen- 
tials that make a department of education 
worth while and made the schools of the State 
stand for something more than mere faddism. He carried 
his doctrine of an enlightened common sense all over the 
state, and, for that matter, all over the country, being easily 
one of the best known of the State educational executives. 
He knew his own State better than most men, understood 
its point of view, and was sympathetic with those things for 
which the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania stands in tradi- 
tion, racial strains and physical accomplishments. This 
gave him a unique position and makes his passing a matter 
of more than ordinary concern.” 

Dr. Schaeffer’s death was formally announced from the 
Educational Department of Pennsylvania on March 16. A 
letter was sent to each school superintendent of the State 
and to all heads of colleges and normal schools suggesting 
that because of Dr. Schaeffer’s service in behalf of educa- 
tion that all sessions be suspended at the hour of the 
funeral. A strictly private service was held at his late 
home at 2.30 o’clock Wednesday afternoon, and a semi- 
private service in the chapcl of the Theological Seminary at 


3 o’clock. This service was attended by the staff of the © 


Department, State officials and legislators as well as many 
educators. 

Doctor Schaeffer occupied the office of State Superin- 
tendent of Public Education since 1893, the longest period 
that any one person has held a like position in the United 
States. His learning covers the whole field of education 
and he has written a number of books which are regarded 
as authoratative. 

Doctor Schaeffer was born February 3, 1849, in Maxa- 
tawny Township, Berks County, Pa., educated in Maxa- 
tawny Seminary (now Keystone State Normal School, 
Kutztown), Franklin and Marshall College, Lancaster ; 
Theologrcal Seminary at Mercersburg, now Lancaster, and 
in the Universities of Berlin, Tubingen and Leipsic; taugnt 
in Mercersburg College, Franklin and Marshall College; 
was for 16 years principal of the Keystone State Normal 
School; was elected president of the National Education 
Association at Asbury Park, N. J., in 1905. He served as 
president of the Pennsylvania State Teachers’ Association ; 
secretary of the National Council of Education; president 


Superintendent of Public Instruction 
and Pennsyivania’s Leading Educator 


Rev. Nathan C. Schaeffer, D. D., LI. D. “se 


of the Department of Superintendence of the Nationad Edu- — 
cation Association; president of the Pennsylvania Geral 
Society ; chancellor of the Pennsylvania Chautauqua at Mt. 
Gretna from 1901 to 1905; was a member of the Pennsyl- 
vania Commission on Industrial Education and chairman 
of the commission which framed the new school code for — 
Pennsylvania. 3 


He has been editor of the Pennsylvania School Journal 
since 1893, also editor of a volume of Bible readings for 
schools; author of “Thinking and Learning to Think,” and 
of a history of education in Pennsylvania. 


He was appointed and commissioned as Superintendent 4 
of Public Instruction of Pennsylvania by Governor Robert — 
E. Pattison in 1893, reappointed by Governor Hastings in 
1897, by Governor Stone in 1901, by Governor Penny- 
packer in 1905, by Governor Stuart in 1909 and by Goy- 
ernor Tener in 1913. ae 

He was ex-officio a member of the Pennsylvania Dental 
Council, of the Bureau of Medical Education, and licensure 
of the Bureau of Professional Education and ex-officio 
president of the State Board of Education. He was second ~ 
vice-president of the “oard of Trustees of Franklin and — 
Marshall College and a member of the Board of Visitors of st 
the Theological Seminary at Lancaster, Pa, He served as) 
lecturer in education in the graduate department of the 
University of Pennsylvania during the absence of Doctor 
Brumbaugh as Commissioner of Education in Porto Rico — 
(1900-1901). He has lectured in nearly every State of the 
Union and has contributed many articles to educational and : 
religious periodicals. 

Besides the widow, there survive the following childre ni 
Mrs. Frank Williamson, Lancaster; Mrs. Annie Ahl 
Quakertown; John A., of Joplin, Mo.; Frederick, mem 
of the Philadelphia bar; Grace, a teacher at Honeybre 2 
Anna, teacher at Altoona; Mary, Lancaster. He v 
brother of Prof. William C. Schaeffer, Franklin an 
shall College; D. Nicholas Schaeffer, of the Readin 
Dr. Charles D. Schaeffer, head of the Allentown A 
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Members or Hangers-on ? 


appears to be universal agreement among them is that the cooties were an unmitigated nuisance. 

Not only were these minute vermin decidedly uncomfortable, adding much to the already heavy 
burdens of sorely tried men, but they were a positive menace to health and life. Some scientific. men 
have estimated that not less than one million deaths could be directly or indirectly traced to the activities 
of the cooties. 


| Oca soldiers are not agreed about many things, but one of the questions on which there 


Somehow we could not help thinking of these insects when someone asked us the difference between 
Church members and adherents. In technical phraseology, “adherents” may be such folks as have not 
formally taken upon themselves the vows and obligations of Church membership but nevertheless assist 
in the support and activities of the Church. The writer knows of some who have been listed as ad- 
herents who were far more useful and consecrated than a large proportion of those on the “active 
membership list,’ but who, alas, were in the Church only with their names and digestive organs, and 
not with their heads and hearts. The literal significance, however, of the term ‘‘adherent” is “a hanger- 
on,’ one who is not a vital part of an organization, an appendage, a parasite, in some respects, at least, 
a leech. If humanity is divided into two classes, those who lift and those who lean, the adherent is a 
leaner. He does not add to the strength and usefulness of the body, but is a drain upon its vitality and 
virility. He is not a producer, but a pimple; not a comrade, but a carbuncle. 


How frequently the Scriptures use the figure of the human body and its members or the vine and 
its branches to illustrate the relationship between Christ and His people in the Church, which is His body, 
and of which He is the ever-living Head. ‘The life which is in Him flows through his members and each 
member, in this way, becomes a channel of grace and blessing. This makes Church membership a 
‘glorious thing. 


But we so often count membership by the names on a list when those names, immany instances, 
stand for nothing more than an unfilled promise, a broken vow, an unregarded obligation. It ought not 
to be necessary to hunt up some musty old Church record to find out whether a person is a member of 
the Church of Christ or not. Conduct and character, which are the genuine expression of an inward 
faith, should speak, and indeed do speak, so loud that they quickly overwhelm any formal profession. 
Those, therefore, who do not add any strength or vigor or render any service to the fellowship of be- 
lievers, those who are not vitally related to the upbuilding of the Body of Christ and do not practically 
identify themselves with the spiritual work which the Church of God is designed to do in the world, 
are not in reality “members of the Church,” no matter how frequently they may be counted nor how 
positively they count themselves in the fellowship. 


Those who lower the average and are a drag and drain upon the organization are in reality “hangers- 
on,” and whether they like it or not, they assume the role of cooties; they become a drawback, a lia- 
bility, whether to a family, a city, a nation. It is even more serious to be a parasite draining the vitality 

of the Church of Christ. The legends on our letter-boxes are either “Lift Up” or “Pull Down.” So 
members of an organization are those who lift up by making some contribution to its life; but the rest 
are pull-backs, liabilities instead of assets, who lower its reputation and character. 


But cannot it be said, if this is true, that we are all guilty of detracting from the usefulness and 
power of the Kingdom of God because we are sinners and make many mistakes? True, our follies and 
weaknesses sometimes distress us even more than they distress our friends and we feel keenly that our 


ee My fe” ae) eee ee Se 


re 


Marcu 20,1919, 


4 | REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER | 

ane 

unprofitableness reflects discredit upon the Church of God. For our comfort, let it be remembered that “a 
the Lord must use earthen vessels. The Church of Christ is not made up of perfect people, but of poor fe 
sinners who are always frail and often foolish, And yet, every earnest heart who is trying to be loyal a 
to Jesus Christ in his personal life and to show a brotherly spirit toward those for whom Christ died, — 
is really adding something to the life of the Kingdom and helping to: increase the strength and body of ee 
the sanctuary. Every such life is a constructive factor in the upbuilding of the City of God. Every — fess 
such man and woman is regarded as a member of the spiritual Body of Him who is our Head, even 
Jesus Christ our Lord. : rae 
; = 


EDITORIAL 


ANOTHER ENTERING WEDGE 


Quite a furore is now raging in Pennsylvania over 
one of the perennial attempts to modify the so-called “Blue 
Laws” of 1794, ostensibly to legalize harmless and edu- 
cational entertainments of music, lectures, etc., on Sun- 
days, with certain promised safeguards against the en- 
croachment upon this permission by mercenary and 
spectacular amusements. That high-grade musical organ- 
ization, the Philadelphia Orchestra, is very zealous to 
secure permission for Sunday concerts “in the interest of 
the poor workingmen,”’ who are said to be too tired to 
attend any such concerts on week-day evenings. But 


those who have had some experience of the way this’ 


movement has worked in certain other States, say that 
the effort is really being promoted by moving picture pro- 
ducers and theatrical men and that of the trinity of “con- 
certs, lectures, etc.,” by far the most important will prove 
to be the “etc.” In New York, for example, a similar 
proviso seems to allow not only film exhibitions but vaude- 
ville shows, open dance halls and various other forms 
of amusement which have thoroughly secularized the 
Lord’s Day. The philanthropic zeal manifested by certain 
musical organizations is not at all reassuring to those 
who feel that any lowering of the moral standards in 
American life at such a time as this would be more than 
deplorable. 
high-grade music in the great cities would be a consider- 
able improvement on some things now taking place and 
enlisting the interest and attention of the masses on Sun- 
day. But certainly religious people are not to be blamed 
for safeguarding as fully as they possibly can the high 
heritage of an American Lord’s Day which has meant so 
much for the perpetuity of our institutions and for the 
building of a natiomal character which has in the recent 
conflict of the nations revealed a glory of which we are 
justly proud. We pray that America may ‘continue to 
show a higher regard in theory and practice for the Fourth 
Commandment than any other nation on earth and we 
deprecate any movement which in the interest of license 
and against the welfare of genuine liberty lets down the 
bars which have made this sacred institution such a factor 
in character-building and in the maintenance of a high 
idealism. 
foe 


“MY STEPS HAD WELL NIGH SLIPPED” 


Alfred Casalis was a young lad in the French army 
who wrote, on a brief respite from trench duty: “Every 
morning I try to get away to the hillside and pray. As 
evening comes on, I go to the Church for a moment to 
collect my thoughts.”” What an important thing it is for 
men to have a place where they can “collect their thoughts,” 
especially in such a time of ferment and unrest as this 
through—which we are passing! To get God’s point of 
view is the outstanding need of the hour. Of course, 
not all men realize this fact. But the great souls have 
understood it. The writer recalls how one of the most 
prominent business men he has ever known, would some- 
times in an intimate conversation bear. testimony to him 


of his sense of appreciation of the House of God. Some- 


times he would say, “I feel as though I Souls cdr wi 


It is quite possible that the production of 


until Sunday comes, not because I am exceptionally reli 
ous, but because the wear and tear of business life is ) 
fierce these days. Somehow one feels so steno 


strain of it all, that one’s heart hungers for the larger 
the clearing up of doubt and difficulties and the fe 
of the old faith that gives one a new grip and enables 
to keep the mastery over his own appetites and temper: 
There is indeed a clarifying process, a a : 


be found nowhere else in like degree. 


The Psalmist tells us how he was baffled a 
plexities of life, the seeming prosperity, of the 
the apparently unsuccessful struggle of the righteou 
moral confusion of the world. He tells that he 
not think his way through the maze until he w 
the House of God. His foot had “well nigh s 
He had almost gone over to pessimism, despair, — 
But when he said, as wise men should, “J will 
God the Lord will speak,” somehow the clamor 
tradictory voices died away and the point of. 
the House of God made things clear again. It 
fresh perspective that he needed to dissipate his 
doubts. Someone has written, “There is nothing at 
tends to correct moral judgment as seeing life i 
House of God. Railroad men sometimes. | 


They cannot know ne the timepieces are rur 
they go there and find out. So men who never 
point of view, who never think of things frou 


gently. Some business practices aes look tikes 
ness until one comes into the House of God; the 
look the evil things they are. * A business man of 
interests, hearing some of his letters read in court 
a trial which concerned his methods, de 
had never thought how those letters sounded un 
them from the point of view of a court of la 
see things as they actually are when they co 
House of God, if they have any capacity for 
that way at all. You cannot afford to negle 
tuary if you want worthy ideals, clarity of 1 
inforced moral sanctions, the impact of the great 
tual forces for the making of noble char 
stimulation of practical helpfulness. — 
: ae > 


SOME REFORMED CHU 
Our genial confrere. of The Ch 
spending a Tittle of his ber 


value to ne Pathetae rile 
i is the ete r 


ae habs ee aed 


EES meerate eat 


Sy ee 
-* 


over 1,000 members each. Allentown, Pa., comes next as 
a Reformed Church stronghold, its eleven congregations 
having over 8,000 members. Salem Church in that city 
being the largest congregation of the denomination with a 
reported membership of 1,800. The sixteen Churches of 
Baltimore, Md., have 5,000 members and the six Churches 
of Buffalo, N. Y., have over 3,000. In the Middle West, 
Akron, Ohio, leads as a Reformed Church center, its 
eight Churches reporting over 4,000 members. The twelve 
Churches of Cleveland, Ohio, report 3,500, and the eight 
Churches of Dayton almost 3,000. West of Ohio, Indian- 
apolis, Ind., is our largest denominational center, having 
seven congregations with almost 2,000 members. St. 
John’s Church, Fort Wayne, Ind., with almost 800 mem- 
bers, is the largest Church west of Ohio. First Church, 
Sheboygan, Wis., has almost 500 members and Immanuel 
Church, Lincoln, Nebr., with 500 members, is the largest 
west of the Mississippi. The First Church of Portland, 
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Oregon, with almost 300 members, is the largest on the 
Pacific Coast. The membership in a few other Pennsyl- 
vania cities runs into the thousands. York, with nine 
Churches, has 5,000 members; Lancaster, with seven 
Churches, almost. 4,000 members; Harrisburg, with four 
Churches, almost. 3,000, and Altoona, with four Churches, 
almost 2,000. The five Churches of Easton are not re- 
ported but have almost 3,000 members. Lebanon, with 
four Churches, reports about 2,500. It is of some interest 
to have in mind these various municipalities which have 
over 1,000 Reformed people. And yet it but serves to 
emphasize the fact that a large percentage of the member- 
ship. of our denomination lives in the towns and rural 
communities. This is somewhat of a handicap in the mat- 
ter of rapid growth but it is not a handicap in the con- 
tribution made by the Reformed Church toward the real 
development of the nation and of the Kingdom. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 


CAN YE FORGET? 


BY REV. C. W. E. SIEGEL 


Oh, have ye learned your lessons well, 
Ye noble sons of U.S. A. 

Your school-room was an earthly hell— 
Your letters Tophet-brands—they say ; 
Your master, Conscience, swayed the rod: 

Oh! ye must know the truth of God. 


. One like the Son of Man, they say, 


Walked with you in that furnace-heat ; 
Tho’ Death held riot night and day, 
Ye knew no fear, nor foul retreat, 
They say, your souls grew fair and white, 
Reflecting Life’s immortal light. 


It seemed so grand to choose the good 
And breathe to Heav’n your pious vows, 
_ While there the waiting Shadow stood, 

Whose keys unlock the narrow house, 
And see above the shell-torn ground 
The Stars and Stripes all glory-crowned. 
And now that Right has vanquished Might, 
And ye beheld the arm of God, 


E . And saw Christ’s love in clearer light, 
Lae. And stand again on native sod,— 


_A nation’s pride, her tested gold, 
That made you men of splendid mold :— 
‘ ’ 5 % Z D “ % 7 


bio error, and [ realize to 
ead. ‘et which he knows 


of truth. With paths winding all around you, some in 


Can ye forget, can ye unlearn, 

The mighty lessons writ in blood, 
And meanly stoop, when ye return 

From honor’s height, to social mud ;— 
Shall oaths, excused on fields of fame, 
At home profane God’s holy name? 


Scorn not your father’s cherished creed— 
Your mother’s hallowed house of prayer 
Nor think that now ye shall not need 
In sacramental rites a share: 
The Church still fosters helpful hands 
That bound your wounds in foreign lands. 


? 


Ye waged a war to end all war,— 
Have ye subdued its lurking lust? 
Long may the world such woe abhor, 

Before the fires of doom outburst: 
Till Satan in the pit be bound, 
The dogs of war will snarl around. 


God grant us all the cleansed life; 
The whited soul, the Christ-like will; 
The love that rights all labor-strife, 
_ That rich and poor their niche may fill, 
And none forget Creation’s goal,— 
One breath Divine in every soul. 


+ ———« Ss Ss FHROUGH DOUBT TO TRUTH 
ae 3 bate (A Lenten Mepiration ) 


REV. EDWARD A. G. HERMANN | 


the wrong alternative. 
you think because 2 are a man. 
say with Browning 


“Rather I prize the doubt, 
Low kinds exist without, 
Finished and finite clods untroubled by a spark.” 


“You doubt because you think but 
Be glad that you can 


What a chance is yours, O man! to vindicate the reality 
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a circle of others away from your God-appointed goal, 
it is yours to be steady and true, and to take one step 
at a time according to your honest judgment; amid the 
clamor of sectarian tongues to listen intently for the lowest 
sound of the Spirit’s voice; amid the confusion of count- 
less denominational sign-boards to look ever up to Heaven 
for a guiding star; in spite of the conflicting theories 
of moralists to keep your mind open and your heart warm 
and pure,—in such an experience the God of Truth will 
never forsake you! You need not “ask to see the distant 
scene.” Even now he may be leading you slowly to a 
knowledge of His truth. 

But one must be very careful. It is a trying period, 
full of infinite pain and loneliness and fear; but, to change 
the figure, it is because the mind is pregnant with truth 


NEW CHURCH? 


Some writers, “On the Church After the War,’ seem 
to think there must be a new Church. The returning sol- 
diers, they think, will demand a new Church, subservient 
to their ideals, and will not accept the old one. This is 
fallacious nonsense. If Jesus Christ instituted the Church, 
it is divine, and woe to him who attempts to set it aside for 
something else. The soldiers, like other people, if they 
wish to be saved, must accept the terms offered in the Gos- 
pel, which is preached and practiced by the Church which 
Jesus Himself instituted, and has honored by His pres- 
ence in the past. “The gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.” 

No, we do not need a new Church. We want the Church 
united, not necessarily organically, but in spirit and in 
action. Hitherto the Church has been divided into many 
denominational units, which have worked or fought the 
prince of darkness, separately, independently, and, unhap- 
pily, sometimes antagonistically. We read and hear of 
many Churches. There is really but one Church of the 
living God, “the pillar and ground of the truth,” the body 
of Christ, the fulness of Him that filleth, all in all.” 

Its success has been somewhat slow, and often discour- 
aging, and for this reason some people have lost faith in 
it, if they ever had any. Of course, while it is divine, it 
has its human side; and, as it is human to err, the Church 
has made many mistakes, which ended in failure. But, on 
the whole, the Church has not failed. 

It may be called an army: the army of the Lord, divided 
into many units or divisions. 

The Allies, in the great world war, whose cause was just, 
were divided into separate units, each fighting the com- 
mon enemy in its own way, and independently of all the 
other units. There was no concert of action, no co-opera- 
tion. Accordingly, the enemy discovered all the weak 
points in the line of battle, massed his forces against them, 
one by one, and well nigh defeated them. 

But, after they united their forces under. one head, or 
command, their lines were at once strengthened at every 
point, and, with concerted action, they turned against the 
foe, took the offensive, and drove him from post to post, 
with such invincible force that he was compelled to sue for 
peace, and submit to practically an unconditional surrender. 
The armies of freedom and righteoussness, by their har- 
monious action, achieved a glorious victory. Unity of ef- 
fort, and co-operation, raised them to the highest efficiency. 

The denominational units of the Church may well profit 
by this example. The army of the Lord, the Church of the 
living God, can so unite its forces against the powers of 
darkness as to become invincible and victorious, under the 
leadership of the great Captain of our salvation. It will 
demand and receive the unconditional surrender of sinners, 
and not have to submit to their dictation, as some foolish 
critics advise her to do. 

Sin will be the same after the war as it was before. The 
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down-trodden i in war-ridden countries, indicates that 


Spirit leads; and no new Church will be need 


and must go through these agonizing birth-throes that 
truth may be born to the world. In spite of a lack of 
certain knowledge of some things, one must yet be obedient 
to the laws of his own being concerning which he does 
know something, and through obedience to what he al- © 
ready knows will come the consciousness of larger truth, 
and he will look back upon the days of doubting as neces- 
sary, divinely appointed steps in his moral and spiritual 
development. He will realize that the Spirit of Truth 
has been his Guide, though he has been baffled along the 
way, and at last he has been brought out of his intellectual 
distresses and his faith is fixed firmly upon essentials,— 
upon the foundations of God which cannot be shaken. 
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war has not changed human nature, nor the attitude of hak 
powers of darkness. The same old tactics will be prac 
ticed against the Church; so-called Christians will . 
tempted to criticise the Church and urge her to cater to t 
tastes of sinners, pretending to adapt her methods to 
demands of the times. The forces of evil, though war 
among themselves, are always united against the caus 
righteousness. They will corrupt the minds of men 
weak or little faith, and through them, cause divisions, 
suggest that the Church is a failure, ‘and there must - 
new Church, adopting methods pleasing to the Sa of 
age. ; 
But the Church, with unification of action oie mu 
co-operation, will meet them in battle array, guided by 
Holy Spirit; and, “terrible as an army with banners,’ 
will hold aloft the banner of the Cross, and compel < 
conditional surrender to the Prince of Peace. 
Happily, the denominations are uniting their forces; 
example, the “Federal Council of the Churches.” — 
are beginning to unify their non-essential differences 
to magnify the great fundamentals in our creeds, on 
we all agree, and not casting away the creeds as “ser: 
paper.” They are still “contending for the faith — 
was once delivered unto the Saints.” So the times 
propitious for a successful and triumphant campaign 
evangelical Christendom. 
The work of the Church, among the soldiers, i 
camps, on the battle fronts, among the oppresse 


tianity is not effete, but is exercising its heave 
benign influence among all classes and conditions « 
kind. The Y. M. C. A., the Y. W. C. A., the R 
and the K. of C., together with all kindred orga 
are institutions of the Church. Their beneficent w 
tered and supported by the Church, is the flower a 
of her heaven-appointed vocation. To her teac 
owe their existence. Let her then continue in her 
appointed mission, unifying her efforts, preachin 
ticing the unadulterated Gospel, following wh 
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As certainly as your Master’s love is in you, 
will be upon you. His objects will be yours a 
His divine burden. And sometimes that burd 
heavy. If your heart grows pure, it will just 
shocked and revolted by the wrath and v 
doers. As certainly as you have fee 
pain of feeling. Expect to ae aay 
Jesus in His Gethsemane. 
ye here and watch. Out of his 
an enemy, what to do | fo 
Horace Brice! ie A 7 
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THE CHURCH AFTER THE WAR 


BY THE REY. HIRAM KING, D. D. 


The Church, like the social, economic and political sys- 
tems of the world, was sucked into the maelstrom of the 
‘Great War; and, like them, it was profoundly affected by 
its grinding whirl. It, in fact, emerged new, in some sense, 
from the cyclonic pool of death. In what respect the 
‘Church is not new is, however, a question of vital import 
for the faith, and the moral and spiritual weal of the 
world depends quite as much on the correct answer as its 
material and political welfare depended on the winning 
of the war itself. 


The Church became new beyond all question in a for- 
mer age, but the event that made it new also made it 
final in essence. The Church is really a component of 
human nature. It is in constant process of evolution from 
the moral nature as the spiritual complement of individual 
existence. It is evolved by divine grace in response to 
personal faith and has existed continuously along the line 
of the people who “walked with God.” At Sinai, it was 
equipped with preparatory functions for the advent of 
Christ; at Pentecost, it was equipped with evangelistic 
functions for the salvation of the world. 


Pentecost was the historical expression of the incar- 
nation in the new creation of man. It follows, accord- 
ingly, that the Church was regenerated automatically 
with the spiritual birth of the recipients of the Holy 
Spirit at His effusion. That the Church is thus really 
new is not in the least doubtful, since it now evolves 
from the moral nature of “the new man,” and is, there- 


fore, in the incarnate order of life. 


The Church then did not become new when the Jews 
passed through the Red Sea, since their baptism was only 
“unto Moses”; it did become new when the original be- 
lievers were “baptized with the Holy Ghost,” since they 
passed through the redder sea of the blood of Christ; it 
could not become new when Christendom was drenched 
with the spouting blood of the nations, since its prior re- 
generation is ultimate. 


“It will not be gainsaid that regeneration, like the in- 


- carnation of which it is the expression, is a finality and 


can neither be repeated nor superceded. 
The Church, moreover, was permanently changed in 


doctrine at the birth of Christ as well as in the essence. 
The true faith, like the Church itself, became new and 
the new tenets in the believer’s creed, like the regenera- 
tion of the Church, are ultimate. Christ being ideal 
through promise and type and prophesy, under the old 
Covenant, was but the temporary object of faith; under 
the New Covenant, He is the permanent object of faith, 
since He became actual through fulfillment. 


The creed of the Church is revealed fact. The cen- 
tral fact of the Jewish creed was the Messianic promise. 
As the promise ceased to be a fact at its fulfillment, the 
creed ceased to exist. Christ is the central fact of the 
Christian creed and it will remain the Church’s confession 
of faith during His first advent. 


Moreover, as the facts of revelation are recorded in 
the Scriptures and the tenets of the Apostle’s Creed, sup- 
plemented by the Nicene Creed, are sanctioned by the 
Scriptures, it follows that the creed of the Church cannot 
be written “in terms of the twentieth century.” As to 
the Chromo edition of the Bible, the futility of that ex- 
pedient of documentary elimination by the super-critics 
is apparent, since the three-days and three-nights engulf- 
ment of Jonah in the whale was cited by Christ Himself 
as a symbol of His death and it is in the Book of Deuter- 
onomy that the passages are “written” with which He re- 
pelled the tempter. 


Nor did the Church come out of the war with a new 
purpose. It was the purpose of the Church under the 
Old Covenant to, prepare for the birth of Christ; it is 
the purpose of the Church under the New Covenant to 
evangelize the world. The Apostolic Commission is spe- 
cific and plainly directs the Church to “make disciples of 
all the nations” concurrently with the reign of Christ. 
It is by evangelism, at home and abroad, that Christ puts 
His “enemies under his feet” and excessive collateral 
Church activities enfeeble the main purpose of the Church. 
A new purpose of Christendom would tend to divert the 
activities of the Christians from the true mission of the 
Church just as the new purpose of later Judaism diverted 
the faith of the Jews from the true Messiah. 


; THE AFTER-WAR CONSISTORY 


BY THE REV. W. STUART CRAMER 


Part THREE: 


What is there in the life of the Church to challenge 
red-blooded men to service and leadership? In answer 
te this question, the first thing that comes to our mind 


outside the conventional routine of the Consistory is the 


Sunday School. For many reasons this department of 
the Church is the most significant of all auxiliary organi- 
zations. It is the place where the future Church is nur- 
tured. Do most of our Sunday Schools have the most 
capable and talented leadership? Or is the Consistory 
disposed as a rule to leave it to those who are most en- 
thusiastic and sometimes almost sentimentally foolish 
about it? We do not for one moment discount the un- 
selfishness of those who use their limited talents to the 
limit. God bless them. But the young people of this 
generation need more than this. Our Sunday Schools need 
strong souled and intelligent leadership—just that which 
lies in the Consistory that is chosen with care and con- 
sideration of such problems. The Consistory should, 
therefore, be so solicitous about the welfare of the Sunday 
S When Consis- 
s give more intelligent concern to those character 
ng activities among the young people of the Church, 


ends will meet much more successfully than they do 


Work—(Concluded ) 


when they worry and fret so much about making ends 
meet. 


Speaking of the financial department of the Consistory, 
we are reminded that the reason why it gives so much 
concern is because it is often the only concern. People, 
who are only concerned about making ends meet, are 
usually those whose life is not worth much in the world’s 
markets. The people, who live for service in the business 
world, generally have so much in their life to give and 
are in such great demand that they acquire the where- 
withal to make ends meet. The Consistory that concerns 
itself about the moral and spiritual life and character of 


the Church gives so much to the congregation’s life that 


the members are only too glad to give their financial sup- 
port, because it is all worth while. Good financial methods 
are valuable, but the best are hard to work, if those who 
support the Church feel that it is not worth supporting. 
In this age people are unwilling to pay generously for 
sermons and a comfortable place to sit to hear them. 
There are too many better-than-the-average sermons 
printed in books that can be purchased for a song and 
read in the arm-chair by the fireside. This age needs, 
besides a beautiful building and an interesting preacher, 


a Church that labors and serves. When Consistories have 
learned this, the ends will meet. 

We have not spoken of the conventional aspects of 
the Consistory because we take them for granted, and not 
because we discount their value. We are endeavoring 
to suggest the new lines of interest and work that the 
age calls forth from the Consistory. Perhaps the most 
radical suggestion we shall make is the following—the 
Consistory of this age must in some way deal with the 
social problems. The mere mention of social problems 
shocks some people, especially those who do not possess 
a social consciousness, and have never been led further 
on in the Gospel of Christ than the individual salvation 
theories of the dark ages. It may require generations of 
education of theological professors, ministers and mem- 
bers, before the social aspect of Christianity becomes a 
practical phase of the Church’s life. But we must begin 
somewhere, and why should it not be among the leaders 
of the congregation in the Consistory? The Church not 
only owes much to its members, but it has a community- 
responsibility. The Consistory ought to know and keep 
in mind those of the members, who are affiliated with or- 
ganizations and movements in behalf-of social betterment 


BIBLE CHROMATICS: A STUDY IN THE RELIGION OF COLORS 
BY DR. S. B. DUNN 
IV 


Our final study will attempt to show that Blue is the 
Color of the Church. 


1. Blue is the color of “the Church in the wilderness” 
—that blueprint of the Church of Jesus Christ. 


“The robe of the ephod,’ one of Aaron’s “holy gar- 
ments,” was blue. While, as we have already noted, the 
first row of gems set in Aaron’s breastplate were red all 


the rest bore a tinge of blue—blue, reddish-blue, whitish- - 


blue and bluish-white, the whole being an imitation of the 
breastplate worn by Egyptian judges, on which were cut 
symbolic figures on'a background of blue. On monu- 
ments of Egypt precious stones are called “stones of 
truth” as if indicating their religious significance. 
significance of the Aaronic stones would seem to be that 
they represent a Church in blue. The Tabernacle itself, 
its materials, its furniture, its embellishments, were pre- 
dominantly blue, its purple and scarlet, even, being varied 
blends of red and blue. 

2. The Ministry of Jesus Christ, the Founder and 
Head of the Church, has a setting of blue: 


“The sinless year 
That breathed beneath the Syrian blue.” 


No small part of that ministry was spent around and on 
the Sea of Galilee—‘‘the cradle-sea of Christianity,” “the 
_ blue sea of the hills,’ as sweet Whittier sings of it, over 
which spread “the bright blue wings of the roller bird.” 
Near-by rose “the blue hills of Moab”; while yonder 
towered the purple top of Carmel; and from Nazareth 
could be seen the deep blue waters of the Mediterranean. 
Blue! Blue! It was. the one color above all others that 
glowed amid “the ambition of nature,” as Josephus calls 
the Galilee of Jesus. St. Mark’s vivid picture of the 
rained Miracle of Jesus is full of color—in the “ranks,” 

r “flower-beds” of the sitting multitude in the spring 
season, and the gay garments, red, yellow and blue, of 
the people—all the three colors we are trying to interpret 
in these studies. It was by touching the fringe of blue 
on the hem of our Lord’s garment that the woman found 
instantaneous healing. Trench tells us that not the tassel 
alone, but the entire hem was blue. 


And here we reach the actinic office of the Church. 
ryant i in 


“speaks a various language,” as B 
As a sky of blue spe 


. Blue here 


“Thanatopsis” phrases it. 


The. 


of the community. The Consistory’s estimate of the spe re 
tual life of the members ought to be guided by this knowl- 
edge as much as it is guided by the fact that the members —_— 
attend Church services and contribute to the Church’s 
work. The Consistory should be sure that the social — 
Gospel of Jesus Christ is being taught to the young people __ 
in the Sunday School and preached in the pulpit. The — 
Consistory ought to know wherein the social life of the ~ 
community is weak, and encourage in the members every i) S 
legitimate effort necessary to correct the evils. This does 
not mean that the Consistory is to become a “Law- and ae 
Order Society” or an investigating committee, self-con- — asl} 
stituted for dictating to the community on these problems. — 
Such business belongs elsewhere. But the Consistory 
should encourage the members to exercise their influence 
in behalf of the correction of wrongs through the agenci 
whose business it is to do so. Oh, there are many soc 
problems that the Consistory ought to be familiar w 
and it should contribute its influence in solving them 
every community. It should do this with a deep sens 
of the divine expectations of the Master, Himseltys an 
in His Spirit. 


speaks of the Church’s actinic mission to bless | 
and change the world. It is the blue ‘ray in 


that contains the actinic principle and energy. —E ‘ 
blossom, it is said, would die were it not _ oe 


peutic power iy exercising a pees ae 
the sick and upon the criminal. The proposal 
made to decorate our hospitals and even ou 
Justice ae a color scheme—white, Si ace” : 


rainbow’s Bintan "af hue Bae ond of 1 nio 
is too much broken into varied tints by» 

judice and selfishness. It 
and of the yellow of m 
Ba an are the peunic oc 
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Once as Jesus stood by the lake of Gennesaret teach. 
ing the people (Luke 5), He entered Simon’s boat, and, 
after the latter had thrust it a little way from the land, the 
Saviour sat down and talked to the multitude. Now, the 
fishermen had come back and were washing their nets. 
When Jesus, however, was through speaking, He said unto 
Simon, “Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets 
for a draught.” And Simon, answering, said unto Him, 
“Master, we have toiled all the night and have taken 
nothing; nevertheless, at Thy word, I will let down the 
ets: 

Under these circumstances Peter had a qualified faith in 

_ the Lord, and his faith, as we read further on, was re- 


warded. But-we can imagine how Peter felt on this occa- 


sion. Naturally, he was discouraged. He was a fisher- 
,man by trade and had to depend upon his occupation for 
‘a livelihood. He had toiled all night and caught nothing, 
He, no doubt, knew the habitats of the fish, “their mode 
of living, and everything that came from observation in 
his work. We can well suppose that he exhausted all his 
skill and ingenuity the previous night. Why should he 
not, impetuous man that he was? But now Jesus tells him 
to go and cast his net into the sea while it was broad day- 
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light. To aman who understood his business it may have 
seemed a foolish command. The night was the time to 
= fish. He had exhausted all possibilities and caught 


nothing the previous night. He knew the best places, 
dredged them again and again with his nets, and attained 
no result. We can realize that Peter felt discouraged, 
and we cannot think hard of him for that. And when 
he went to obey his Lord’s behest, we can imagine that he 
had no faith in his efforts; for he said, “Master, we have 
toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: ‘neverthe- 
less at Thy word I will let down the net.” Somehow we 
feel that he was doubtful of the result, but because Jesus 
said so, he was going to make a trial. His manner implies 
that he had no faith in his efforts. The very tone of his 
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human tendency of doubt. 

We all at different times lack faith, and this applies both 
_ to material and spiritual things, and again we have doubt 
- from both the subjective and the objective point of view. 

First of all, as we consider our lack of faith in material 
things, or things of the world, let us treat it from the sub- 
ee standpoint. We frequently have had or have no 
faith in ourselves. We may remember what difficulties we 
had as school children. The multiplication table seemed a 
terror, and we felt that we could never commit it. Often 
- we felt that an unreasonable task was loaded upon us. 
__ We thought we could never learn it, and we may have shed 
_ tears in our endeavors. But it was continually held before 
Pie ‘us, we were in many cases driven to the task again and 
again, and finally we succeeded. What a struggle it was to 
overcome that lack of faith in ourselves. 
ye The college student has before him a difficult problem. 
He has tried it again and again, and failed as many times. 
oe He finally thinks, “What’s the use? I have spent so much 
B time upon it and have always failed. ”’? But he feels that 
he ought to succeed in spite of his doubts, and by some 
_ inward inspiration he tries again and succeeds. 

A workman may have before him the plan of a cer- 
tain object which he wants to make. He has tried several 
times, and all attempts have gone amiss. The only thing 
he has done was to ruin lumber, and finally he feels like 
_. destroying the plan and thrusting the edge of ‘his tools into 
the stones. But no, he feels that he must do the work; he 
makes one more attempt and succeeds. . 
In our various duties of life, no matter in what pro- 
_ fession we are, there are times of discouragement when 
‘ eet this experience of having no faith. We ask our- 
1e question, “What’s the use? Why should we try 
But, fontinstcly, in that time of depression our 
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answer to Jesus indicates that he here reflects the natural 


-in others. 


we succeed. If we wish to attain our aims, we must have 
faith and perseverance. As Shakespeare says: 


“Our doubts are traitors 
And make us lose the good we oft might win 
By fearing to attempt.” 


We often hear the expression, “Safety first,’ meaning 
thereby that before we embark upon anything we want 
to be certain that no danger, risk, or loss is involved. We 
wish to be morally sure that in our venture we shall be 
guaranteed safety or success. Many of us, naturally, fear 
difficulties; we are afraid of taking any risk. So fre- 
quently we have a dread of failing. We deem that our 
self-respect demands that we succeed in whatever we 
attempt. We may not be entirely satisfied in our pres- 
ent condition, yea we may be very much dissatisfied. If 
we were guaranteed success, we should. immediately at- 
tempt to improve our state. We have before us a vision 
of a better life, a picture of what we should like to have or 
possess. If it were thrust before us, we should willingly 
grasp for it. We contemplate it, and the more we medi- 
tate upon it, the more alluring it becomes. We feel that 
we ought to strive after it. But, then, there are diff- 
culties in the way and obstacles to be overcome. The more 
we dote upon these, the more formidable they become. 
Then we reason within ourselves: “Although we are miser- 
able and dissatisfied, we can exist tolerably well where we 
are. If we attempt a change, we might fail and fare 
worse.” e 

Again, the opinion of others restrains us. We often 
might be willing to attempt to attain a higher level, pro- 
vided we could do it in secrecy. But, if we should fail, 
what would the people say? Would they not laugh and 
sneer at us behind our backs? We might feel rather 
abashed before our friends if we should have failed. 

Many a man would go to college if he could graduate 
before he matriculates. Many a youth would go to an 
institution of higher learning, if he could leave by the 
back door before he enters the front door. Many a man 
of promising talents would leave home if he were assured 
a good position absolutely and positively before he makes 
his departure. 

Let us remember, however, that the men who have done 
most for the progress of humanity and the uplift of their 
fellowmen were not the men who said, “Safety first,” but 
those who made their motto, “Danger first.” By this we 
do not imply that a man should rashly engage in work for 
which he is unqualified. Thus we would not expect a 
butcher at a moment’s notice to become a surgeon, or a 
biacksmith a dentist, but every man should know his own 
possibilities and limitations. ‘Know thyself,’ begin some- 
thing, and then work faithfully and earnestly in your 
chosen field. 

So often we fail through worry. A task confronts us. 
We look at it from all sides and conclude that it is too big 
for us. And the more we hesitate, the larger it looms up 
before us. We become excited and we spend more time 
and energy in worrying than would be required to do the 


work several times with a calm and deliberate mind. And 


we are not content in being miserable ourselves, but we 
unload our troubles upon our friends and families, and 
make everyone around us unhappy. What we need in this 
world is the determination that Faust had. When he was 
about to conjure up the Earth Spirit, he realized that he 
had a great task before himself, but he said: “I will, I will, 
and though my life it cost me.” 

Now, since we have studied our lack of faith from the 


subjective point of view, let us, on the other hand, con- 


sider it from the objective. Frequently we have no faith 
Naturally, we are justified in taking business- 
like precautions. We would hardly have any commisera- 
tion for the man who is the dupe of every vagabond that 
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walks the streets. One of the greatest joys of life, how- 
ever, is that we have sympathetic friends, who love us and 
whom we love in turn, with whom we can discuss our 
common joys and sorrows. The man who has no faith in 
his friends become suspicious of everybody around him, 
his life becomes miserable and barren. Human friendship 
is one of the great assets that keeps this world running 
smoothly, and in friendship we must have faith in others. 

Again, we must have faith in the things we do. What 
joy in life do we have if we engage in a profession in 
which we are not interested? We may do the work in a 
mechanical and formal way because we expect a certain 
remuneration. Many a man or woman has entered a cer- 
tain calling because it pays financially and offers prospects 
of an easy life. In such a case a man’s heart cannot be in 
his work, and when he receives his compensation, he sim- 
ply sees a certain amount of money which he can spend 
for his selfish pleasure. But let us thank God that not 
all of us have no faith in our work. If we engage in a 
certain profession because we feel that we can do the 
world some good and are animated with this ideal, we can 
have faith in our work and life becomes a pleasure. When 
service is our slogan, all the mists and fogs of doubt dis- 
appear, and when we receive our remuneration we see in 
it not merely a dead amount of money, but a gift from God 
with which we can benefit our families, the world, and 
ourselves. 

The best of us, however, have our doubts, and by nature 
we are creatures of the senses. We like to see and handle 
things, and we wish to deal with tangible objects or def- 
inite results. Without these conditions we are apt to be 
doubters, and in this respect we are like Thomas. Once 
after Jesus had appeared to the Disciples in the absence of 
Thomas, they told him: “We have seen the Lord.” But 
Thomas said: “Except I shall see in His hands the print of 
the nails, and put my finger into the print of His nails, and 
thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.” Later, 
when Jesus appeared to the Disciples, including Thomas, 
the latter believed and said: “My Lord and my God.” He 
was a doubter as long as he had not seen that toward 
which his faith was to be directed. 

Through our doubts and lack of faith we are apt to fall 
into a rut. So frequently we have a pharisaical self-suf- 
ficiency and fail to see that there is a better way than ours. 
We must always have an open mind and be willing to re- 
ceive the truth, even though it proves contrary to our 
accepted notions. We must always be ready to move to a 
higher level and a superior order of things. The man of 


faith looks into the future; the man with no faith has his 


eye in the past, or, at best, in the present. The man of 
faith has foresight; the man with no faith is retrospective. 

It appears that many of our great men had to combat 
retrospective conservatism. When Columbus said that the 
world is round and that he could find land by sailing west- 
ward, the people of his day thought that he was mentally 
deranged. When Morse invented the telegraph, he could 
hardly convince his contemporaries that it was really a 
practical utility. If we had spoken fifty years ago about 
the aeroplane as a future reality, men might have thought 
that we needed medical attention. Now it is a matter of 
common knowledge. 

What a shock Charles Darwin produced when he first 
published his “Origin of Species.” For years and years 
he had investigated the truth, and when he published his 
theories and doctrines, Trinity College, of Oxford, re- 
fused his books a place upon its shelves. He was con- 
sidered dangerous and subversive of religion. But now, 
whether we accept Darwin’s doctrines in their entirety or 
not, makes no difference; we must acknowledge that his 
writings have had a profound influence even upon con- 
servative thought. We must always have an open mind 
and be willing to search for more truth. So many of our 
great reformers and inventors had such a hard struggle 
because men had no faith in newly-revealed truths. 

We are now living in a scientific age, and our thought 
is largely pervaded by the scientific spirit. 


We want to — 


investigate things and prove them. We do not wish to 
accept statements on mere assertion or on blind faith. The 
scientist can study the laws of life and of natural phe- 
nomena. By investigation and observation men have been 
able to formulate the physical laws. We know how life 
or matter acts under certain given conditions, but no one 
can discover scientifically the source of all life and the 
hidden motive that lies back of all phenomena. We can 
fathom nature to a certain depth, but there is a limit to the 
ken of the human mind. We can investigate to a certain 
extent, but suddenly we find an impassible barrier before 
us, and we must admit that the human mind is finite and 
has its limitations. — 

And so, at this point, we pass from the material things, 
or things of this world, to spiritual things, from the finite 
to the infinite. We may now ask ourselves the ques- 
tion: “What about the salvation of our soul?” From a 
subjective point of view we might say that we can earm 
our salvation. If we could lead a perfect life by obeying’ ; 
all of the moral faw, by following all the dictates of our 
conscience, and by performing all our duties, we could 


well demand our salvation from God. But we know a ak 
that this is impossible. We all have inborn sin, and no ahy 
matter how firm a resolution we make to obey God per- 
fectly, on some occasion, at some time, under some cir- 


cumstances, we commit a sin in thought, word, or deed, 
and we are confronted by the stern fact that we cannot — 
through ourselves alone achieve our salvation. Nor cam 
we achieve our salvation by casting our sins upon other — 
human beings, since they have the same inherited sin as 
we. “Ac oe 
The Word of God gives us the only means of salvation, — 
and that is faith in Jesus Christ. But how can we believe 
this doctrine? How can we understand it? Wemay reply 
by asking: “What do we really understand in this world?” 
Take life, which is one of the most familiar things around 
us. We-know how it performs even before birth and dur- 
ing its existence on earth, and how it finally passes away. ce 
But what the underlying motive or cause is no one knows. — 
We can observe it, formulate its laws, but we cannot create _ 
it.. The meré fact, however, that our finite mind cannot 
comprehend the cause of life does not nullify its existence. a 
In the business world many transactions are done through — 
credit, which is really a form of faith. When we wish — 
to travel, we board a train marked as going to a particular — ae = 
destination or indicated by the employees of the railroad. 
We do not know whether the train goes to the desired 
town or not, but we have confidence in the employees of — Lo 
the railroad. In the past they were trustworthy, and wey m a 
hope that they will also be so in the future. 


Now, if we have faith without any misgivings in thine : 
pertaining to this world, why should we doubt heavenly 
things? But even in St. Paul’s day there were men who 
doubted and had no faith. For the Apostle says (I Cola 
1: 23): “But we preach Christ crucified; unto the Jews a 
stumbling block, and unto the Greeks foolishness ;” an an 
I Cor. 2: 14, he states: “But the natural man receiveth 
the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolis 
unto him; neither can he know them, because the 
spiritually discerned.” Faith in Jesus Christ is f 
mental. N 

Peter had tried the nets, trusting to his own efton 
skill, and he failed; but at Jesus’ suggestion, he 
“Nevertheless, at Thy word I will let down the net,’ 
he sticceeded. And so we must take Jesus at His» 
When life seems dark and we feel discouraged 
wonder he we oe this old world are still exis 


Every common day he who wot 
ris God has to fe the 5 Coe 
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‘““COME TO HICKORY’’ 
By Mrs. C. C. Bost 


& If you would forget your woes 
“*Come to Hickory’’ 
If you seek a town that grows 
*“Come to Hickory’’ 
Hickory’s climate is the best 
a _ North or South or East or West— 
4 If you want to work or rest 
““Come to HicKory!’’ 


, If a social life you crave, 
3 *  *€Gome to Hickory’? 
bs If dollars you would save 


a “«Come to Hickory.’’ 

ae Handsome Churches you will see, 
Finest schools as all agree, 
If contented you would be 


a *“Come to Hickory! ’’ 
—— Here you'll find the queen of flowers 
Le ‘Come to Hickory’’ 
_—~—s Roses wet with April showers, 
a ““Come to Hickory’? 
All the summer-long they blow, 
_ . Here the fragrant violets grow, 
a. _ Fine erysanthemums we show— 
aN ad ““Come to Hickory! ’’ 
7, -, 1s. 
aan Publie spirit you will find— 
ae ‘“Come to Hickory’’ 
mer. _ Everyone you meet is kind 
i **Come to Hickory’? | 
ae Charming girls so sweet and gay 
ater Manly boys, our hope and stay, 


t Never wish to go away— 
Se “*Come to Hickory! ’’ 


Nae _ Clubs for women, clubs for men— 

ae ‘*Come to Hickory’’ 
-~—-—s Clubs that number five times ten, 
pst = "2, “¢Come to Hickory’’ 
Men and women, kind and true, 


Do just what they say they’ll do, 
Waiting here to welcome you, ~ 
; ‘*Come to Hickory! ’’ 


(This is the way one of our Reformed 
Church women boosts her town.) 


_- HELPING UNCLE SAM 

Office of the Chief Quartermaster, 
ihe A. E, F., Tours, France. 
ae dear ‘‘Messenger’’ Children: 


I’m most too excited to send you a let- 
today, but must write at least a post 
card to tell you the interesting news and 
explain why you did not hear from me 
last week. We are to have 14 days’ leave 
‘March! That means that about the 
e you are reading this we will be hav- 
two weeks of vacation with permission 
passes to spend it in visiting some of 
interesting things and places” of which 
have read so much. And the best part 
that will be that I can then tell about 
; all to you. So, after about another 

night, I'll be back at work, but just 
abot t bursting with news to tell to you 
ll. The Government, or, if you please, 
Sam, has relaxed his regulations con- 

‘‘leaves’’ since the armistice and 


ow grants seven days to each soldier after - 


ur months of service and fourteen days 
Peaeh officer. As we will complete four 
hs on March 5th, and as Uncle Sam 


aval 


hear that you have a thrill 
rs that the ‘‘Messenger’’ 
er he : 
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distribute the relief to the Armenians! 
Isn’t that fine, and aren’t you all proud 
of him! I’m sure he won’t get near to 
us, but we’ll be glad even to think that 
he’s here in Europe doing such fine serv- 
ice. 

Then here’s to all the helpers, whether 
in Europe or America; and for the present, 


Au revoir, 
Mile. Pomme. 


THE RELIGION OF LOYALTY 
Edward A. G. Hermann 


What is it that makes a man a Chris- 
tian? In a single word, it is loyalty to 
Jesus Christ. The mere fact of Church 
membership does not make a man a Chris- 
tian. When the Christ needs to be apolo- 
gized for, He ceases to be a Master and 
the Chureh has no reason for her exist- 
ence. It is Christ that makes the Church. 

There are so many people who have an 
aesthetic admiration for the beauty of 
Christ’s character. They would like to fol- 
low the noble Son of Man if it did not 
mean sacrifice and suffering and struggle. 
The conditions of discipleship seem so un- 
reasonable. It would be well enough to 
walk with Him in the sweet sunlight and 
under the blue skies of Galilee, but to 
continue with Him would prove disastrous. 
Beyond the fair, green hills of Gallilee 
they see another rugged hill called Gol- 
gotha, the Place of the Skull, and on that 
hill wrapped in the purple gloom of death 
there stands the Cross of Jesus. And the 
sight of the crown of thorns and the nails 
and the blood is repulsive to their aesthetic 
sense. 


And as far as creeds are concerned, they 
may pulsate with a living faith or they 
may not. It all depends on the man who 
holds the creed. Some find it very hard, 
if not impossible, to give unreserved, in- 
tellectual assent to some of the creeds 
handed down from the past ages. But 
there are those who ask no questions| They 
would willingly subscribe to any formula 
or ereed or doctrine and cite that as an 
evidence of discipleship. But personal de- 
votion is a deeper thing. Christianity is 
not primarily a system of aesthetics or 
dogmas, or denominational creeds. Chris- 
tianity is a religion of life, and its céntral 
principle is loyalty to Jesus Christ. ‘‘The 
most perfect form of Christianity,’’ said 
Donald Hankey, ‘‘is the abiding sense of 
loyalty to a divine Master.’’ 


Seranton, Pa. 


THE BEAUTY OF WORK 


George had been working hard all the- 


evening over the twentieth chapter of the 
first book of Caesar. At length he closed 
the book with a slam. ‘‘T think I won’t 
go to college, after all,’’ he said to his 
family. 

‘‘Why not?’’ asked his father, in sur- 
prise, for the great ambition of George’s 
life had always been to go to college. 

‘«Because the entrance examinations are 
so hard,’’ said George. ‘‘I’d have to work 
and worry all this year to pass my pre- 
liminaries and then go at it again harder 
than ever for the finals. It’s no joke!’’ 

‘‘That’s true,’’ said his father, gravely, 
‘it isn’t a joke. What will you do in- 
stead???’ 

‘‘Oh, go to work somewhere,’’ George 
answered easily, as visions of money in 
his pocket on Saturday night and care- 


. He said, 


HOME AND YOUNG FOLKS 


free evenings without lessons rose up be- 
fore him. 

‘*Let’s see,’’ replied his father. ‘‘That 
means getting up an hour earlier evety day 
than you get up now. It means starting 
in as an errand boy on a par-with the boy 
who was blacking boots last week. It 
means no more afternoons to play in, ex- 
cept, perhaps, on Saturdays in the sum- 
mer. It means doing exactly as you’re 
told all day long, or else hunting for a 
new job. It means staying an errand boy, 
or a porter, or perhaps a clerk at $10 a 
week, unless’ you work harder than you 
ever had to work at school. No one makes 
any advance in business without hard 
work.’’ 

George sighed dismally. ‘‘It’s work, 
work everywhere, and I hate work!’’ he 
said. 

His father turned upon him sharply. 
“Tf you forget everything else I have told 
you,’’ he said, ‘‘at least remember what I 
tell you now: The man who hates work 
goes through life with a ball and chain 
dragging after him. He has a curse upon 
him that blasts his life. The hobos and 
the tramps are haters of work. Sneak 
thieves and thugs and worse are haters of 
work. So are most of the men at the 
bottom of the industrial scale. They hated 
work, and dodged it, and slighted what 
they had to do, and did just enough to 
hold their jobs, and they stay at the bot- 
tom, hating work still! ’’ 

Suddenly his father’s tone changed, 
““When we saw the football game at Cam- 
bridge last year,’’ he asked, ‘‘do you re- 
member the inscription on the stadium, 
‘Dedicated to the joy of manly contest’? 
Learn that ‘joy of manly contest’ with 
hard work, my boy! 

**Don’t run away from work, George! 
Don’t be afraid of it! Meet it bravely, 
with the joy of manly contest in your heart, 
and day by day you will begin to find the 
struggle good, and out of it will come one 
of the supremely great and enjoyable 
things of life.’’ 

George was quiet for a time. Then his 
jaw closed with a snap. ‘‘I’m going to 
begin right now,’’ he said, ‘‘and I’m go- 
ing to know what this chapter’s about.’’—~ 
Exchange 


SAMUEL H. HADLEY’S SALVATION 


Have you ever read that wonderful book 
full of Christian experience, ‘‘Down in 
Water Street’’? If not, get it and read 
it. It is not only interesting but helpful. 
The grandson and nephew of a minister, 
and a descendant of Jonathan Edwards, 
Mr. Hadley yet went far astray. For years 
he was a confirmed drunkard, and his life 
was a shame and reproach. He was for 15 
years rarely sober, and his life was that 
of a professional gambler, a forger, and 
liar. : 

One night in April, 1882, he was in a 
saloon in Harlem, seated on a whiskey bar- 
rel, when suddenly he felt a mighty pres- 
ence. He went to a police station and 
had them lock him up for a time so that 
he would not drink. One Sunday night 
soon after he went to the Jerry McAuley 
Cremome Mission, and there heard Jerry 
McAuley tell his experience. When the 
invitation was given he went forward and 
knelt with other drunkards. Jerry prayed, 
then Jerry’s wife prayed. Then after 
some hesitation he prayed, ‘‘Dear Jesus, 
can you help me?’’ and he had the answer. 
‘¢ Although up to that time my 
soul had been filled with indescribable 
gloom, I felt. the glorious brightness of the 
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noonday sunshine in my heart. I felt that 
I was a-full man. O the precious feeling 
of safety, of freedom, of resting on Jesus! 
I felt that Christ with all His love and 
power had come into my life.’’ 

Then there came to him the question 
how he could stay saved, and it seemed to 
him that Jesus said, ‘‘My child, work for 
Me. There are thousands who would come 
to Me if they only knew Me. Go and tell 
them.’’ And he did. Penitent thieves 
were transformed into noble Christian 
workers, sots became temperance workers, 
and those in utter despair found hope and 
life down in Water street. Several of the 
converts became the leaders of other mis- 
sions, and thus extended the influence oi 
Mr. Hadley. 

Among the many whom he influenced 
was the noted evangelist, J. Wilbur Chap- 
man, who said at the funeral of Mr. Had- 
ley in February, 1906, ‘‘If there has been 
any tenderness in my preaching, I think 
I owe much of it to this dear soul who 
lies before us in his casket to-day.’’ 

For nearly a quarter of a century he 
lived, loved, and labored for the drunken 
and criminal outcasts who came to his 
mission. His unselfish and devoted life 
was crowned with many crowns. He did 
much through prayer and more through 
love.—Exchange 


DID I DO MY BEST? 


The Lady Elgin had gone down on Lake 
Michigan. The ship had gone to pieces, 
and the unfortunate victims were carried 
about by the merciless waves, rolling moun- 
tain high. The news reached the Univers- 
ity of Chicago. Among the students was 
a noted athlete who had carried off the 
honors on many fields of contest. He was 
a brave swimmer; and going to the shore, 
the scene stirred him most deeply and 
made him feel that God had called him to 
the hour for a signal service and that he 
must do his best. He plunged into the 
surging breakers and saved seventeen men. 
His comrades gathered about him and in- 
sisted that he should not make another 
trip, for he was already numb, with cold, 
and if he ventured out again he would 
never return alive. He looked out and saw 
the men adrift and heard their shrieks for 
help and as if by superhuman strength tore 
himself away from the grip of his com- 
panions and made seventeen trips more, 
saving thirty-four men in all. He fell un- 
conscious upon the sand and was carried 
to the hospital. During the night in his 
wild delirium he would ery to his room- 
mate: ‘‘O Will, did I do my best to save 
the other men? Did I do my very best?’’ 

All about us are the victims of the ship- 
wrecks of sin. They are fast going to 
their doom. Countless numbers on the 
other side of the world and great multi- 
tudes right at our very doors, within reach 
of us all. They are being lost, and lost 
for the want of a simple personal en- 
deavor that would bring them to the shores 
of salvation. Shall not the vision stir us 
as it did the brave hero of the Elgin 
tragedy? Shall we too not fling our pow- 
ers into the heroic endeavor to save the 
perishing? Shall we not stand ready to 
sacrifice personal timidity and so-called 
ignorance of how to approach souls about 
Christ? and shall we not push on and on 
till we have saved them from the frightful 
wrecks of sin? O, shall we not do our 
best, our very bests, so that at last when 
we stand in the white light of His pres- 
ence we may hear Him say, ‘‘ Well done, 
good and faithful servant’’? Till then 
let us be asking over and over again: Am 
I doing my best to save them?—Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian 


LIKE FATHER, LIKE SONS 


One of the many reasons why Colonel 
Roosevelt had such a hold upon the Amer- 
ican nation was due to the quality and 
influence of the life he lived under his 


own roof. The American people like 
a good husband and a good father. 
Those privileged with admission to the 
intimate circle at the White House and 
later at Oyster Bay were impressed by 
the closeness of the ties between the par- 
ents and their large family of children. 
(The Colonei was more like a brother than a 
father to his sons and daughters. 

One instance among many of the close- 
ness of relationship between Mr. Roose- 
velt and his sons was brought into view 
by a college president recently, who served 
all last winter in the Y. M. C. A. work in 
France. Toward spring his duties called 
him to the aviation camp where Quentin 
Roosevelt was in training and where hae 
also exercised a certain authority over new 
recruits. The ‘‘Y’’? man, arriving at the 
camp one cold, rainy evening, waded 
through the slush to the Y. M. C. A. hut, 
where he was to speak, and found there 
quite a number of aviators gathered in ad- 
vance of the arrival of Quentin Roosevelt. 
He learned from them how popular the 
young man was. despite the fact that he 
believed in strict discipline, never, how- 
ever, exacting more of the men under him 
than he did of himself. When he finally 
appeared, ruddy, alert and cheery despite 
the dismal conditions outside, the ‘‘Y’’ 
man expressed to him his admiration for 
the part the Roosevelt family was taking 
in the war. Quentin’s face lighted up, but 
his reply was characteristically brief and 
modest. ‘‘Well,’’? he said, ‘‘we boys felt 
we had to practice what father preached.’’ 

The grave in territory overrun by the 
Germans, but which our brave men recov- 
ered last autumn, and which the Germans. 
themselves had had the grace to mark in 
fitting fashion, shows how quickly after 
this interview with the Association worker 
young Roosevelt was obliged to pay the 
full measure of devotion. The other sons 
of Mr. Roosevelt who have acquitted them- 
selves with equal gallantry and distinction 
are also bearing a powerful witness to the 
world that the spirit of their distinguished 
and lamented father lives in them. No 
better monument to the sincerity and high- 
mindedness of any father can be left, when 
he passes on, than the character of his 
children and their service in the world.— 
The Congregationalist 


GOD OF OUR FATHERS | 
By Henry Burton, D. D. 


God of our fathers, who of old didst make 
Thy people free, 

And lead them through the desert wastes, 
and through the parted sea— 

Lord of all hosts, we worship Thee, through 
endless years the same, 

We sing the wonders of Thy ways, the 
glories of Thy name. 


We bless Thee for the Sabbath hours, which 
bid our labors cease, 

When over home and heart there steals 
Thine own sweet word of Peace! 

The day which Thou hast made and blessed, 
the brightest of the seven, 

Which gives us in Thy temple courts the 
opened Gate of Heaven. 


We bless Thee for the Word of life, the 
truth which makes us free, 

Which tells us of Thine earthly years, Thy 
death on Calvary. 


O Love supreme and wonderful, surpassing a 


all our thought! 


Thy pitying and redeeming Love, which | "i 


our salvation wrought. “ioe: Bes 


We bless Thee for the lights. of love which 


on our labor shine, ~ 
The fellowship of toil and hope, Th 
iee-joy of Thine; 
We all are one who live in Thee} 
succession runs, 
And children rise, as  fpthore 
the setting mane) 


’ atten® 
ey) 
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We bless Thee for the bygone years, with 
love and mercy sown; 
The future years are calling now, all sha- 
dowed by Thy throne. "a5 
Oh, guide us -by Thy wisdom, Lord! Oh, WA 
keep us by Thy grace! ee 
And bring us, when our task is wrought, 3 
to see Thee face to face! 7 ae 
——_—_—— bd 


A MESSAGE FROM EARL GREY — 
By William C. Allen 


It has been said of this English peer, ~~ 
who died not long ago, that ‘‘No more ~~ 
beautiful or lovable character has adorned ae 
our generation.’? A biography by Harold 
Bigbie (published by Hodder & Stoughton, 
in London and New York, 1917) tends to 
confirm this assertion. His name must not — 
be confounded with that of Lord Grey, 
now living, once English Minister for For- — 
eign Affairs... ; 

When Governor-General of Canada, Earl | re 
Grey upon one occasion was lost in a 
strange country. ‘‘Coming at last in sight 
of a forlorn cottage he sent one of his 
staff to inquire if they could have te 
there. When he arrived before the door 
of this shack he found an old Scots body — 
standing there who had been told that he 
was the Governor-General. She came to— 
his side, raised an old withered hand, 
began gently stroking his thigh, 1 
up at him awesomely as he sat — 
horse. ‘There, there,’ she mutter 
could easier talk to the Lord Jesus. 
than I can talk to you.’ ‘ o course 


have talked to me.’ ?’ “r 

As a young man ‘Lord Grey w 
foundly moved by the writings of 
and would mark passages that parti 
impressed him. He pencil-scored t! 
lowing reference to action: ‘‘If you 
science tells you it would be inj 
desist; desist, even though it see 
an immediate advantage to your Soe 
or family would be the result.’’ 
he marked, ‘‘The sufferings of eet 


classes; known, but. not felt.’’ Lee 
the beginning in 1 his life of what ie Tr 


tions alone Bane the conditiong' 
give birth to intellectual life, act 
originality, and statesmanship.’’ He 
ed party control of the House — 
mons and believed that a strong 
lute House was absolutely essential t 
safety of the people. In this conne 
he wrote, ‘‘As soon as men lose f 
one another,” anarchy comes kn 
the door.’’? May it not be well f 
ica to remember this in years 1 to com 
Earl Grey carried his reli ion in pol 
tics. He considered that God a poli 
ical necessity. We are told eae “ove 
the divine Majesty.’’ 1 
eratie Church associatio 
clared, “Christi nity 


ht ts age diet Mone Sac a 
as ae . : 


sions, the history of the last thousand years 
had recorded the effort of mankind to 
obey the simple and definite commands of 
Christ. He saw everything his soul could 
conceive of in religion, in those two com- 
mandments, love of God and love of man.’’ 


He applied his conception of the Christ- 
- ian religion to private life, and we are all 
acquainted with the fact that many good 
- men fail to do so. Once a friend of. his 
when speaking to him regarding a certain 
- incident remarked, ‘‘I shall never forgive 
 that.’? With a look of pity he replied, 
“Then God help you!’’ 
= ‘Lord Grey was born to the enjoyment of 
wealth, beautiful buildings, field amuse- 
me ments, intellectual excitements, social cere- 
monies, dinner parties, wide influence, po. 
litical power. He was a handsome man, 
loving wit and fun. At one time he was 
very nearly spoilt by society. But he 
never forgot God and his obligations to 
men. He was gallant on behalf of the 
ight. It is to be regretted that such a 
life could not have been spared to the 
ervice of humanity and that he died just 
e this critical period of the world’s his. 


% 
s 
- 


is biographer this final message: 


£4 voice from the grave often gets a 
hearing. That’s what I am after. I want 
o try to make my voice sound from the 
rave. I want to say to people that there 
s a real way out of all this mess material- 
1 has got them into. I have been trying 
tell them for thirty years. It’s Christ’s 
. Mazzini saw it. We’ve got to give 
quarreling. We’ve got to come to- 
er. We’ve got to realize that we’re 
members of the same family. There’s 
ing that can help humanity, I’m per- 
ly sure there isn’t—perfectly sure— 
except love. Love is the way out, and the 
y up. That’s my farewell to the 
orld.’? 
Are not many of us beginning to realize 
at this splendid Christian statesman 
poke the truth? 


San Jose, Cal. 


ss THE FATHERLAND 


ere is the true man’s fatherland? 
where he by chance is born? 
h not the yearning spirit scorn 
h scant borders to be spanned? 
es! His fatherland must be 
blue heaven wide and free! 


eae spirit strives 
ore true and fair, 

she true man’s birthplace grand, 
world- wide pe oran dts 


ve doth pine, sit 


= ussell Lowell. 


When on his death-bed he gave to. 


ay help another— 
ha pesthnialty) ade 


SAYING GOOD-BY 


Life consists in large part of leave-tak- 
ings. We have to make up our minds to 
part with those we care for most in order 
to go with uncongeniality, hardness of 
heart and misunderstandings. When the 
time comes to say good-by no long protrac- 
tion of farewell can overtake and cancel 
the fact that farewell must be said. 

Riddance of the good, the beautiful, 
the true comes mournfully to us, as well 
as severance from the vile, the mean, the 
unmanly or unwomanly. We must bid 
adieu to prized and consecrated things as 
well as to those that are rightly held in 
low esteem. 

But we owe praise and’ thanks to the 
Power that guides our destinies that we 
may still keep a few hallowed memories 
in our hearts against the thundering heels 
and tramplings of all the disturbers of 
peace. 


Saying good-by is the hard ordeal to 
which our mortality condemns us. That 
we must undergo the pain and loss of part- 
ing for a time is what leads us, mainly, 
to place a value on eternity. If eternity 
were a continuing farewell instead of a 
continuing reunion there would be no need 
of any other hell. 

The saddest affliction is to say good-by, 
one after another, to those considerations 
that have made life déar—our health, our 
youth, our innocence, our fortune, our 
good looks, our prospect of a career—but 
most of all, to friends and those we love. 


There is scarcely an event so common- 
place as the departure of a train. At-all 
times of the day and night their chugging 
processionals leave big clangorous termi- 
nals and little rural way stations that 
drowse long hours between-whiles. 


Yet there are few rolling wheels that do 
not carry the old, old tragedy—or the new, 
new comedy—of the human heart. The 
railway station is the ceaseless drama; the 
passengers are actors, good or bad, but all 
compelled, though inaudible and invisible 
the ‘management, to play a part through 
to the end. 

Did you see that woman in black as she 
bade farewell to her boy through the car 
window when he went to France? Now 
she is assured he will come back to her 
again, and at her plain daily task with 
the beds and the kitchen range and the 
dishes, in her little, lonely house, she is 
transfigured. 

Or—he is not coming back to her again. 
That good-by was said for the last time. 
The inexorable wheels carried the rear 
platform of the train, with its waving 
figure, round the curve and out of sight 
and out of her life forever. 

No, not forever. 
is only the beginning of God’s hourless 
days and monthless years—and he is in 
God’s keeping till she comes. 


‘Let any woman say to herself in these 


hours of separation as one wrote on a 
last leave-taking: 


‘<Lord, I know him true to me, 
Keep him ever true to Thee! 
Keep him from the foul and mean, 
Keep him innocent and clean. 


If once more I see his face, 

Grant that I may never trace 
What I find not in those eyes 
Kind and beautiful and wise. 


Tf this kiss through eyes grown dim 

_ Be for me the last of him, 

Take him from me, Lord, and then 
Keep him safe for me. Amen.’’ 


—Philadelphia Ledger 


Spurgeon wrote: ‘‘Many books in my 


For man’s ‘‘forever’? 


years old; but I have outgrown them. No- 
body ever outgrows Scripture; the book 


widens and deepens with our years.’’ 


OUR TWILIGHT 
By Wm. C. Allen 


Hail, Twilight, sovereign of one peaceful 
hour. —Wordsworth. 

To most of us life, with its alternating 
delightfulness and darkness, presents an 
ever shifting scene. The intervening 
periods are often in very truth as twilights 
to our souls. 

It is good to think of the soft illumina- 
tion that is poured across the sky at break 
of dawn. How fascinating it is—how full 
of promise! Possibly we stand on a moun- 
tain top and watch the shadows flee away. 
Distant crags and fruitful valleys are un- 
folded to our view. Mother Nature dis- 
closes her fantasy and charms to her watch- 
ing children. Just so after we have passed 
long nights of doubt and gloom does the 
sun of God’s infinite love arise and spread 
His illimitable light at our very feet. 
Clarity of vision and judgment as to what 
lines of action should be followed are 
restored to us. We learn anew. that, 

‘“weeping may endure for a night, but joy 
cometh in the morning.’’ 

The children of men still linger in the 
twilight. We understand more than our 
fathers did, but know less than our chil- 
dren will to- ‘morrow. Humanity long ago 

was plunged into deeper blindness than we 
can experience under the black dome of a 
stormy night. As a man laboriously hews 
his pathway through the gloom of a trop- 
ical jungle, until he sees in the distance a 
ray of vivid light, so is it with us to-day. 
Civilization alone will not conduct us out 
of our partial darkness. Inventions or 
culture cannot deliver us. Unfulfilled ideals 
of themselves will not meet our needs. We 
shamefully continue to sin against Jesus, 
but He patiently leads us toward the 
brightness of the morrow. He is the 
Light! Whatever we do we must loyally 
submit to the divine illumination in our 
hearts. As we are obedient to this we 
contribute our little share toward helping 
humanity out of twentieth century twilight 
into God’s unbroken day. 

Those who permit themselves to be drag- 
ged into the pit of fear lose sight of their 
Saviour and of His luminous hope. Those 
who wander through the forest of doubt 
make sad footsteps because the guidance 
of heavenly light is denied them. Those 
who suffer from human ills apparently have 
no way of escape—they often seem hope- 
lessly enmeshed in the toils of disease and 
pain. But to all these—in God’s own way 
and time—deliverance can come. Sorrow 
is the twilight of the soul, but does the 
twilight last forever? 

Most of us enjoy the'’sweet beauty of 
the evening, whether it be from the win- 
dow of a rushing railway train, in the hur- 
ried streets of the city or as we note the 
speckled splendor of the western sky fad- 
ing into night. Perhaps we have watched 
the calmness of the countryside when the 
gentle stars appeared amidst the dull gloom 
that softly enfolded us in its strong em- 
brace. So, in a sense, may be the twilight 
of our lives. After the sunshine and the 
battle shall we dread the evening of our 
day? Do we wonder how it will be with 


us when we shall enter the dark valley? . 


Are we affrighted as we near the deepen- 
ing shadows? Shall we tremble as we go 
out into the final twilight? 
honestly made our peace with God all will 
be well—there is glorious radiancy be- 
yond. 


‘*Though I walk through the valley, 
. . . Thou art with me!’’ 


The souls of God’s children live forever 


If we have 


E heaty are now behind and beneath me. 
gton They were good in their way once, and so 
were the clothes I wore when I was, ten 


—their last twilight becomes the har- 
binger of perpetual day! 
San Jose, Calif. 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. Jeremiah R. Rothermel, from Fleet- 
wood to 219 Juniper street, Quakertown, 
Ps. 


Rev. W. H. Lahr has resigned the charge 
at Bluffton, Ohio, to accept a call to In- 
dianapolis, Ind. 

The Auburn Charge, Schuylkill County, 
Pa., Rev. R. S. Edris, pastor, have raised 
their quota for the War Emergency Fund, 

Rev. Robert M. Kern, of St. Andrew 
Church, Allentown, Pa., is attending a con- 
ference of the Religious Educational Asso- 
ciation in Detroit, Mich. 

Rev. John Baer Stoudt, of Northampton, 
Pa., attended the funeral of his aunt, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Frack, Reading, Pa., on the 11th 
inst. Mrs. Frank was in her 90th year. 


At the March meeting of the Consistory 
of Olivet ‘Church, Philadelphia, the salary 
of the pastor, Rev. Maurice Samson, was 
again raised $200 in appreciation of his 
services. 

Rey. C. Harry Kehm, of Zion Church, 
Pottstown, Pa., delivered an excellent ser- 
mon in Grace Church, Richmond, Pa., on 
Thursday evening of last week. Rev. Kehm 
was formerly pastor of this congregation. 


The annual meeting of the officers of all 
chapters of the Phoebe Auxiliary Circle 
met on Thursday morning, March 13. Pre- 
parations were made for “the annual Dona- 
tion Day to be held June 19. 


The Tabor Entertainment Society of 
Tabor-First ‘Church, Lebanon, Pa., Rev. W. 
D. Happel, Ph. D., pastor, will "render a 
mock burglary trial in the basement of the 
Church on Thursday evening, March 27. 


Among the speakers at the Lenten serv- 
ices in Zion (Church, Lehighton, Pa., Rev. 
Elmer 8. Noll, pastor, last week, were 
Revs. J. M. G. Darms, D. D., and Frederick 
C. Seitz; D. D., of Allentown, and Floyd 
R. Shafer, of Tatamy. 

The monthly meeting of the Ministers’ 
Wives of Lebanon, Pa., was held on Friday 
afternoon, March 14, at the Salem United 
Brethren parsonage. 
and Mrs. I. Calyin Fisher were the host» 
esses. 

The movement towards Church Federa- 
tion in Shippensburg, Pa., is gradually tak- 
ing definite form and promises encouraging 
and beneficial results under the efficient 
leadership of Rey. 8. C. Hoover, President 
of the Federation. — 

A men’s mass meeting was held | in the 
basement of Solomon’s Church, Macungie, 
Pa., on Friday evening, Mareh 14. Rev. 
Elam J. Snyder, of Quakertown, and Mr. 
David A. Miller, of the ‘‘ Allentown Morn- 
ing Call,’’ were the speakers, 


The Consistory of Hummelstown, Pa., 
Church, Rev. Arthur R. King, pastor, has 
placed on record a minute, expressing their 
sorrow over the death of Elder David C. 
Rhoades, setting forth his loyalty and 
faithfulness to Christian duty. 

On March 10, 1919, Revs. E. R. Deatrick, 
of Martinsburg, Pa., and A. A. Hartman, 
of Roaring Spring, ’Pa., were honored by 
their colleagues of the Morrison’s Cove 
Ministerium in being elected réspectively 
President and Secretary-Treasurer of the 
association. 

Rev. W. D. Happel, Ph. D., of Virst 
Church, Lebanon, Pa., preached in St. 
Stephen’s Church, of ‘that city, Rev. E. F. 
Wiest, D. D., pastor, on Tuesday evening, 


Mrs. Harry E. Miller « 


; 
: ~ NEWS IN BRIEF 


on ‘‘Personal Sin.’? On Wednesday even- 
ing, Rev. H. E. Fassnacht delivered a dis- 
course on ‘Things Worth While.’’ 


Rey. Ernest N. Evans on his return to 
Kansas City, Mo., from the meeting of the 
General Synod, visited his father in Hunt- 
ington, Pa., enroute. On the Sunday morn- 
ing of his visit he delivered a fine sermon 
in “his home Church. 


Mr. Solomon K. Zartman, a brother of 
Rev. Rufus C. Zartman, D. D., of Heidel- 
berg Church, Philadelphia, died at his 
home in Dayton, Ohio, on Sunday, March 
16, aged 90 years. Mr. Zartman is the 
father of Rev. Parley K. Zartman, a former 
pastor of St. Andrew’s Church, of this. 
city. 


Dr. and Mrs. J. Lewis Fluck, of Myers- 
town, Pa., announce the marriage of their 
daughter, Mabel Ruth Stephens Fluck, to 
First Sergeant Roy Valentine Klopp, Med- 
ical Department U.S, Army, now stationed 
at Ft. Terry, N. Y. The wedding took 
place in Myerstown Reformed Church on 
Wednesday, March 12. 


At the meeting of the Ministerial Asso- 
ciation of Philadelphia and Vicinity on 
March 24, there will be a discussion led 
by Dr. Rufus W. Miller, on ‘‘Substitutes 
for the Saloon.’’? At the union meeting 
to be held in the Wesley Building, Seven- 
teenth and Arch streets, on March 31, the 
ae will be Prof. Theodore F. Herman, 


As a tribute of respect to one who gave 
his life in France for a comrade and his 
country, impressive memorial services were 
held last Sunday evening for Private Allan 
Stewart Hartman, in the Second Church, 
Harrisburg, Pa., of which his father, the 
Rev. J. Stewart Hartman, now pastor of 
the Church of Cavetown, Md., was once the 
pastor. 

Trinity ‘Church, Strawberry Ridge, Pa., 
Dr. A. F. Dreisbach, pastor, during the re- 
cent drive under competent leadership, 
raised $134.75 for the French and Belgian 
Churches, which is about $40 more than its 
quota. During the same drive $49.35 was 
raised for the Armenians. The Emanuel 
Church, will, after the canvass is com. 
pleted, have about $50 for the War Emerg- 
ency Fund, 

A good brother, a member of C. F. De- 
wire’s Sunday School class of St. John’s 
Sunday School, Lewisburg, Pa., Rev. R. L. 
Gerhart, D. D., pastor, gave a gift of $25 
to be used as an offering from the class 


to Foreign Missions, making the total col- 


lection from the Sunday School $34.55 for 
Foreign Missions. Just a few weeks ago 
this same brother gave $10 as a gift to 
Cedar Crest, the College for Women ai 
Allentown, Pa. 

Invitations have been cabled to -the 
heads of the several national Protestant 
Church Federations in countries overseas, 
requesting that delegates be appointed to 
represent them at the special meeting of 
the Federal ‘Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America which will be held in 
Cleveland, Ohio, May 6, 7 and 8 this year. 
These invitations have been sent to Eng- 
land, Switzerland, Holland, France, Belgium 


and Italy. The Cleveland meeting will be | 
the first deliberative convention anes Gh y 


resentative of American Protestantism fol- 
lowing the termination of the war, and w 


assume international significance by _ ‘tho 
presence of these delegates from the. allied 


nations. 


The citizens of Lower Pottsgrov: c 
Limerick, Pa, ‘Townships: are takin; a 


‘Horn, together with the contributi n 


— oe 


whereby a fitting memorial shall be erected 
in honor of the soldiers from these town- 
ships who died or were killed during the 
war. A preliminary meeting was held in 
St. James’ Church, Limerick, on last Sun- 
day morning. On March 22 a mass meet- 
ing will be held in the same Church, at 
which time addresses will be made by Rev. 
George W. Lutz, of Pennsburg, Pa., and 
Assistant District Attorney A. H. Hen+ 
dricks, of Collegeville. Much interest is 
being manifested in the movement. 

Miss Julia J. Johnston, for a number of — 
years the editorial writer of the Primary ; 
Teaching Hints in the Heidelberg Teacher, — 
and a frequent contributor to the young es 
people’s paper, ‘‘The Way,’’ and to songs 
and exercises for the festival services, pass- 
ed away suddenly March 6th, 1919. Miss — 
Johnston was a woman - ‘unusually gifted, an 
thoroughly consecrated to her work an 
was widely known as an author of some — 
repute and as a Sunday School work 
Her home was in Peoria, Illinois. 


The first of the noonday meetings | 
ducted by the Federation of Churche 
Allentown, Pa., was held in Zion’s Reform- 
ed Church on last Monday. The pastor, — 
Rev. Simon Sipple, delivered the address ayo 
welcome. Rey. Dr. J. A. W. Haas, Preside: 
of Muhlenburg College, chairman of t 
campaign as well as of the evangel 
department, delivered the message. T 
meetings are open to the public and 
services are given wide publicity in t 
press.. The cards which were filled out | 
the canvassers on March 2 are being list 
and will be put into the hands of the ] es 
tors who will do their own soliciting. — eae 

Sunday evening, March 9, the mie S 
of Trinity Church, Lewistown, Pa., 
many visitors enjoyed a special mu: 
treat. The choir, under the leadership o 
Mrs. Horn, rendered five beautiful 
tions. Under the able leadership o 


her trained and beautiful voice and 
ing personality, the choir has been al 
render very valuable and effective servi 
to the Church. The Church is indeed f 
tunate in having among her members 
a number with exceptional musical 
The work of the choir is greatly appreci 
ed by the official board and the en 
gregation. — 

On Sunday evening, March 9 
First Church, Steelton, Pa., Re 
Rupp, pastor, a most interesting a1 
spiring report of what was done 
meeting of General Synod was 
De Hee. Myers, a member of 
gate elders from the Lancast: 
That the Doctor had fully gras 
nificance of the progressiv 
adopted by the Synod is evident 
intelligent and Syapees nann 
which he presented the diff 
the congregation. Inde 
had the eongregati 
adopt its quota o 
would have hee 
and there. 

The joi 
for 1 A 
of the Sun 
Bead a? ; 


sions will be held afternoon and evening 
and a mid-sessions’ luncheon will be served. 
Large and enthusiastic audiences are pres- 
aged for this rally. 


Third Church, Youngstown, Ohio, Dr, E, 


tory. This Church is less than three years 
old. On Foreign Mission Day there were 
189 in ‘the Bible Class. The pastor chose 
as his subject for this meeting, ‘‘The Great 
Crusade and We Are the Crusaders.’’ The 
offering of $37.05 was sent to the Board 
for the work of Evangelism. $100 was 
_ raised for the War Emergency, this send- 
ing the Church ‘‘over the top’’ 100%. <A 
; corner lot is being purchased for. the new 
Church that is to be erected in the beauti- 
ful Brownlee Wood. The great drive for the 
Easter ingathering is in full swing, De- 
3 cision Day to be on Sunday, March 16th. 
E- The apportionment as always will be paid 
in full. 
< Miss Helen E. Krouse, a member of 
_ Christ Church, Altoona, Pa., in speaking 
for her class in praise of the progressive 
action of the farseeing men of the General 
_ Synod, for their initiative in approving, 
at this time of crisis, the League of 
Nations, says, in a communication to the 
Editor: ‘‘At a time when the peoples of 
_ the world are moved with the longing to 
 eo-operate in common cause against in- 
justice and war, let not faint-heartedness 
“oa the forces of righteousness from 
hrowing their full strength into the cause. 
_ It is to young people that the greatest 


may be free from the dark tragedy shadow- 
ing the beginning. To them also comes 
_ the inspiration of a high example of un- 
‘selfish consideration of the common wel- 
fare, and loyalty to ‘Christ’s ideal of 
human. brotherhood.’’ 
The 20th anniversary of Trinity Church, 
_ ‘Telford, Pa., Rey. George W. Spotts, pas- 
_ tor, will be celebrated March 30. The an- 
_ niversary sermon will be delivered by Rey. 
_ W. F. Curtis, of the ‘College for Women, 
Cedar Crest, Allentown, Pa. Special serv- 
ices preparatory to the anniversary will 
be held on Wednesday, Thursday and Fri- 
lay evenings. On Wednesday evening, ad- 
Iresses will be made by Revs. Harry Kehm 
and J. Monroe Shellenberger. On.Thurs- 
_ day evening Rev. John F. Frantz will speak 
and on Friday evening, Rev. George M. 
ith. On Saturday afternoon a Junior 
Mother’s Meeting will be held. The 
versary offering has been designated 
or a special Soldier’s Memorial. This will 
permanent trust fund, the interest of 
ch may be annually used as the con- 
Ty may direct. 


. 


arch 13 comes from Washington, D. C., 
he announcement that Srs. Stephen B. 
ins opened her drawing room for a 


FROM THE FIRST DOSE 

od’s Sarsaparilla Begins Its Reconstruc- 

ya tive Work. 

irst, it creates appetite. 

ond, it aids digestion. 

d, it perfects assimilation. 

th, it carries 100 per cent. of the 
ment in the food you eat into the 

_and the body, thereby enriching and 

your blood, which in time re- 
strength and builds up again 

ve Strength and vitality. 


akes Hood’s Sarsaparilla one of 
remedies of the world. From the 
yo e on a definite road to 
m t is of inestimable value 
restore the health and nerve 
ly exhausted by war excite- 
and influenza epidemic and 

It is the right medi- 
pring. Get a bottle 


‘Book of Genesis, 


D. Wettach, pastor, is making splendid his: 


benefit comes; that the rest oftheir lives. 


_ An interesting news item under date of © 


_ ing services. 


series of Bible studies to occupy the at- 
tention of a number of prominent women 
during Lent. The reading is from the 
interpreted by Mrs. 
Selden Palmer Spencer, wife of the Sen- 
ator from Missouri. While the hostess and 
Mrs. Spencer are members of the Church 
of the Covenant, the class is nonsectarian, 
and includes women of various denomina- 
tions. To what extent this is a departure 
in Washington society we are unable to 
judge, but we are inclined to believe that 
it is an unusual form of observance of Lent 
at the Capital. It is commendable, to say 
the least, and the spirit of interdenomina- 
tionalism is perfectly in accord with the 
spirit of unity that is in the air through- 
out Christendom, : 


The First Church, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 


' Rev. J. Rauch Stein, pastor, is conducting 


a series of Lenten season cottage prayer 
services in five sections of the city on 
Wednesday evenings. Two classes of cate- 
chumens are under instruction with a view 
to confirmation on Palm Sunday. The sec- 
ond is made up of adults and heads of fami- 
lies, ete. The system has been organized 
for the Churches of Christendom here on 
the plan proposed in ‘‘Local Church Efii- 
ciency,’’? with committees on functional and 
practical Church work. Lenten self-denial 
envelopes have been sent to every memper 
of the congregation and to every baptized 
member of the Sunday School. Highteen 
committees selected from the membership 
of the Men’s Society and the Young Wo:- 
men’s Auxiliary are caring for the 18 dis- 
tricts of the congregation and providing 
them with inspirational and educational 
letters on stewardship and giving. 


A Roosevelt. Permanent Memorial Na- 
tional Committee has been formed which 
will meet March 24th to decide on the form 
that the memorial to Theodore Roosevelt 
shall take. Colonel Roosevelt was a man 
whom men of every religion and every de- 
nomination have the right to honor without 
reserve and with equal enthusiasm and 
gratitude. He knew no distinctions of 
creed in his estimate of men. Yet he was 
a sincerely religious man to whom the 
faith of his fathers was and remained a 
living thing. During his long public career, 
the weight of his influence was always on 
the elemental virtues, on clean living, on 
the supreme sanctity of family life, on 
‘¢Work and love—using each in its broad- 
est sense—work, the quality which makes 
a man ashamed not to be able to pull his 
own weight; love, the ultimate factor in 
bringing about the kind of human fellow- 
ship which will even approximately en- 
able us to come up towards the standard 
after which all of us with many shortcom- 
ings, strive.’’ 


The Consistory of Grace Church, Fred- 
erick, Md., Rev. John A. Ditzler, on the 
Ist of January paid $1,060 on the prin- 
cipal of the congregation’s indebtedness. 
$1,000 of this amount came from the Sun- 
day School and the remaining $60 from 
the Sewing Society. Ward’s ‘‘The Gospel 
for a Working World’’ has just been com- 
pleted, by a study group with an average 
attendance of more than thirty. ‘‘Tohoku’’ 
is now being studied by a class of young 
women, under the direction of the pastor’s 
wife. A Young People’s Society has been 
started and much interest is manifested. 


On Tuesday evening, March 18, the officers 


and teachers of the Sunday School, to- 


gether with the Consistory and Missionary 


and Stewardship Committees of the con- 
gregation, about 75 in number, were the 
guests of Superintendent J. Travers Thomas 
and wife in the social room of the Church, 
for a social and business session. Rev. C. 
E. Wehler, D. D., Prof. G. Nevin Rebert 
and the pastor delivered brief addresses. 
The Lenten services on Wednesday and 
Friday evenings are largely attended. Vis- 
iting ministers preach at the Friday even- 
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Grace Church, Mahanoy City, Pa., Rev. 
Harry F. J. Uberroth, pastor, has gone 
‘fover the top’’ in the War Emergency 
Campaign. On Easter Sunday a campaign 
will be started to raise $9,000 in one year 
in order to liquidate the entire Church 
debt. At a recent meeting of the congre- 
gation the pastor’s salary was increased 
$400. This is the second increase during the 
present pastorate of less than two years. 
The present salary is $1,400 and parsonage. 
This year Grace ‘Church will pay its appor- 
tionment ‘in full, the first time in the his- 
tory of the congregation. On March 9th, 
at the regular Church service, a program 
was agreeably enjoyed by a large, repre- 
sentative audience of the members of Grace 
Church. The chorus presented by the 
Junior Choir was sung with real animation 
and fine expression. The Old Gospel hymns 
were sung with much vigor by the assem- 
bled congregation, reflecting no little credit 
on the instructor and director, Prof. E. Wil- 
liams. The bell during Lent is rung at 6 
P. M., calling the members to daily prayers. 
Lenten services will be held each week and 
each evening during Holy Week. 


Rey. John F. Frantz, pastor of Christ 
Church, Palmyra, Pa., has arranged for 
three series of special sermons to be de- 
livered between now and Easter. These 
sermons will aim to give information on 
fundamental truths, strength to the Chris- 
tian soul and glory and honor:to God and 
His Son, Jesus Christ. The Wednesday 
evening series, the first of which was 
given last Wednesday evening, is based 
upon the seven words of Jesus from the 
cross and has for its subjects ‘‘Forgive- 
ness,’’ ‘‘Penitence vs. Derision,’’ ‘‘Un- 
selfish Consideration,’’ ‘‘The Basis of Real 
Sympathy,’’ ‘‘Deep Longings,’’? ‘‘Vie- 
tory,’’ ‘‘Confidence.’’ The Sunday morn- 
ing series contemplates a treatment of the 
fundamentals of Christian belief in the 
light of to-day and includes the following 
themes: ‘‘The Fatherhood of God,’’ ‘‘The 
Brotherhood of Man,’’ ‘‘Sin,’’ ‘‘The 
Atonement,’’ ‘‘The Church,’’ ‘‘Immortal- 
ity.’? On Sunday evenings the various 
characters that figured prominently in the 
ministry of Jesus will be held in review 
under the following subjects: ‘‘The Herald 
of Christ,’’ ‘‘The Christ,’’? ‘‘First Follow- 
ers of Christ,’’ ‘‘Early Campaigners for 
Christ,’’ ‘‘Fickle Followers of Christ’? 
(Palm Sunday), ‘‘Companions of the Risen 
Christ’? (Easter Sunday). 

The history of the Martinsburg, Pa., 
Charge, Rev. HE. R. Deatrick, pastor, has. 
been marked recently, as have been that 
of most of our Refiormed charges, by spe- 
cial activity. These special opportunities. 
came in such rapid succession that one had 
scarcely been grasped till it was gone and 
another was at hand. And yet, perhaps, 
they all represent the faithful discharge. 
of more common duties and the response to 
them by the membership. We record ‘the 
addition of 9 members, 2 by confirmation 
and 7 by certificate. These persons repre- 
sent 5 families. There has been a great 
and joyous response to the many appeals 
for gifts. Christmas offerings for the 
Church’s orphans reached the sum of $97.02, 
This gift was followed in rapid succession, 
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by another for the Armenian orphans of 
$80.18, of $22.91 on Foreign Mission Day, 
and finally of $147.75 for the War Emerg- 
ency Fund. In the interval there were the 
special communion offerings besides. Glad- 
ly and cheerfully were the responses in 
each instance. It seems as though the mem- 
bers were catching the spirit of the joyous 
in giving, which we recognize as the proper 
one. Att present the members and friends 
are using the Lenten Daily Self Denial En- 
velopes for their Easter gifts. St. John’s 
congregation is in the midst of its Every- 
Member Canvass, the third one made. It 
gives indications that it will prove even 
more successful than the previous ones, 
The people are finding that the plan is 
the better one, and are falling in ac- 
cord with it more fully. The pastor has 
been looking over the benevolence account 
of the charge, and he finds to his great sur- 
prise that the benevolences of the people 
this Classical year are likely to amount 
to more than $1,600. This will be more 
than $6.45 per capita. This is a good 
showing certainly. The pastor appreciates 
the co-operation the members have given 
him in this particular. 

Though nothing has been published from 
the Hummelstown Charge, Rev. Arthur R, 
King, pastor, for some considerable ‘time, 
this-is not an indication of inactivity. 
Sixteen of the boys of the congregation 


have responded to the call for national 


service and are now returning attended 
with honor and _ cereditable mention. 
Through the well-directed energies of Mrs. 
Clara Baer and Mrs. J. M. Brightville, pul- 
pit gowns were purchased and presented to 
the Consistory. The numerical growth of 
the Church has been small but gratifying. 
‘The Catechetical Class at present records 
more than 30 members. The attendance at 
regular worship is very pleasing. The Sun- 
day School and other organizations of the 
‘Church are manifesting marked enthusiasm. 
Death has sparingly entered the ranks, and 


FIRE DESTROYS NORTH JAPAN COLLEGE BUILDING 


The beautiful building that has been the 
pride of all North Japan, with 700 hundred 
other buildings, if the cablegram by the 
Associated Press is correct, was destroyed 


‘ 


yet has taken some. With very promising 
prospects, the pastor is’ conducting services 
at Swatara Station. On Tuesday evening, 
March 4th, on the pastor’s birthday anni- 
versary, the Hummelstown Consistory wera 
the guests of one of the pastor’s friends of 
former years, at the parsonage. Not only 
was the occasion a complete surprise to 
the pastor, but also the substantial gift of 
gold, from the members of the Consistory. 
On the evening of March 6th, the pastor 
with the aid of the members of the Con- 
sistory, the Ladies’ Mite Society, the Sun- 
day ‘School Orchestra, and the several mem- 
bers of the Hummelstown Church, enter- 
tained the fathers and sons of the congre- 
gation at a very elaborate banquet anil 
other boosting features. This is the first 
of a proposed series of monthly meetings, 
similar in character and calculated to cou- 
tribute to the reconstruction and readjust- 
ment, to and of post war times. Elder FH, 
E. Paisley, of Trinity Church, Philadel- 
phia, was the speaker of the evening and 
delivered an inspiring address on ‘‘ Church 
Life and Organized Activities.’’ The 
charge has gone ‘‘over the top’’ in their 
quota of the War Emergency Fund, with 
the apportionment paid in full. 

The 25th anniversary of First Church, 
Quakertown, Pa., Rev. Elam J. Snyder, 
pastor, will be celebrated March 23-30. 
The Consistoral ‘Committee of Arrange- 
ments includes Horace B. Schambly, Frank 
S. Taylor, and William Statinger. The pro- 
gram for the week is as follows: Sunday, 
March 23—9.15, regular Sunday School 
services; 10.30, reunion of catechumens con- 
firmed by Rey. Franklin J. Mohr, devo- 


‘tional service, unveiling of portrait of Rev. 


Franklin J. Mohr by Miss Ruth Louise 
Snyder, presentation address by Rev. Elam 
J. Snyder, acceptance of portrait by Super- 
intendent Oswin Gussman, sermon by Rev. 
Thomas W. Dickert, pastor of St. Stephen’s 
Reformed ‘Church, Reading; 7.30, reunion 
of catechumens, confirmed by Rey. Irwin 


North Japan College 


by fire on March 12th. Let us hope and 
pray that this may not be true. If true, 
then let us heed the call that must soon | 
follow for funds to rebuild. There is in- 
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O. Schell and Rey. Eugene L. McLean, de- 
votional service, addresses by Rev. I. O. 
Schell and Rey. E. L. McLean. Monday, 
March 24—7.45, ‘‘ Officers’ Evening,’’? re- 
union of former and present officers and 
members of Consistories; 7.45, ‘*‘Tohickon 
Classis Evening,’’ addresses by Rey. George 
W. Spotts, President of Classis, Telford, 
Pa., Rev. J. J. Rothtrock, Lansdale, Pa., 
Rev. D. B. Clark, Bethlehem, Pa., greetings 
by other pastors present. Wednesday, 
March 26—7.45, ‘‘Organization Evening,’? 
reunion of members of the different Aux- 
iliary Societies, brief programs by each of 
following organizations: Ladies’ Aid So- 
ciety (389th anniversary), King’s Daughters 
and Sons (25th anniversary), Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Society (12th anniversary), Sr, 
Christian Endeavor Society (7th anni- 
versary), Jr. Christian Endeavor Society 
3rd anniversary). Thursday, March 27— 
7.45, ‘“Community Evening,’’ addresses by 
pastors or representatives of local Churches. 
Sunday, March 30—9.15, Sunday School 
service; 10, Sunday School reunion (45th 
anniversary), historical address by Super- 
intendent Oswin Gussman; 7.30, reunion of 
catechumens confirmed by Rey. Elam J. 
Snyder, address by pastor. 


Last Thursday evening a pleasant sur- 
prise was given Rey. Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, 
editor of the ‘‘Reformed ‘Church Messen- 
ger.’’? He had been in New York all day 
and was working in the office in the even- 
ing when he was called to Assembly Hall, 
where he was greeted by pastors and repre- — 
sentatives of the Churches in Philadelphia 
and members of the Boards. It was a de- 
lightful surprise farewell service. Rev. 
Dr. C. Clever, President of Publication and 
Sunday School Board, presided. Prayer was 
offered by Dr. Rufus C. Zartman. Greet- 
ings and humorous allusions to his coming 
experiences, as well as congratulations, 
were extended by Revs. Drs. James I. 
Good, A. R. Bartholomew, Charles E. 
Schaeffer, Dr. Edward Yates Hill, pastor 


surance on the building, but the loss y 

be great. Let us see in this new pre 
dence a call to greater consecration 
Lord’s work in Japan. . 
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of the First Presbyterian Church, in be- 
half of the Phi Alpha, a ministerial club 
a of the city; Rev. E. L. McLean, President 
of the Philadelphia Reformed Ministerial 
< Association; Dr. J. M. 8. Isenberg, Rufus 
_  W. Miller, C, H. Edmunds, Dr. E. Heyl Delk 
- and others. Dr. Leinbach feelingly re- 
sponded, saying that it was no pleasure 
trip; that they were required to carry lit- 
erally their beds and would be expected to 
walk a great many miles and rough it in 
~inspection of conditions in the Holy Land, 
in Armenia and Syria up to Constantino- 
ple. The party being sent by the National - 
Committee on Armenian and Syrian Relief 
_ geonsists of 15 representatives of the leading 
denominational Sunday School Boards of 
the United States and Canada. The dele 
- gation is expected to do actual work in 
a addition to inspecting camps, and aid in 
the arrangement of orphanages, and on 
their return about July 1st, give the bene- 
fit of their experiences and counsel to the 
- National Committee. Following the ad- 
esses light refreshments were served and 
the good-byes were said. The party sailed 
on the Mauretania, Friday afternoon, 
March 14. Mrs. Leinbach and the Secre- 
tary of Publication and 8. S. Board went to 
» New York with Dr. Leinbach to say fare- 
well. ‘The Mauretania will land at South- 
ete England, where the delegation will 
take a Mediterranean boat for Port Said, 
t. The conditions of travel are such 
it will be practically impossible for 
‘Leinbach to send back letters except 
one or two points during the entire 
and it is likely that he will not be able 
ceive any mail until he reaches Con- 
inople, where mail addressed to him, 
care of Dr. W. Peet, American Bible House, 
a Co: Jonstantinople, will reach him. His many 
frie ends will remember him in their prayers, 
wish him Godspeed and rejoice in the en- 
ed opportunities of service this event- 
trip will give him. The Reformed 
urch has a worthy representative in this 
l-important cause in _ the person of Dr. 
einbach. 


nvitations to participate in the arrange: 
s for the World Conference on the 
Bye Order: of the ‘Chareh of Christ 


ie and Sahat 


Churches. 


throughout the world which believe that 
the Son of God was made man, with the 
exception of the communions on the Conti- 
nent of Europe and the Oriental Orthodox 
All the communions in the 
United States and Canada accepted the in- 
vitation in 1911 and 1912. The Commis- 
sion of the American Episcopal Church, 
whose duty it is to issue the invitations, 
then sent deputations to Great Britain 
which secured in 1912 and 1913 the co- 
operation of the Church of England and 
its sister Churches in Scotland and Ireland 
and of the Free Churches in those coun- 
tries. After that the co-operation of the 
Churches all over the world in English- 
speaking countries was obtained and 61 
Commissions have been appointed repre- 
senting 61 autonomous branches of all the 
leading communions. It was thought wiser 
not to issue invitations by letter to the 
Churches in non-English-speaking countries, 
and in 1914, and again in 1917, it was 
hoped to send deputations to present and 
explain the invitation personally in those 
countries, but the war made it impossible. 
Now, however, the way has been opened 
and there sailed on the Aquitania from 
New York on March 6 a deputation con- 
sisting of the Rt. Rev. Dr. Anderson, Bishop 
of Chicago and President of the Commis- 
ssion of the American Episcopal Church; 
the Rt. Rev. Dr. Vincent, Bishop of South: 
ern Ohio and from 1910 to 1916 Chairman 
of the House of Bishops; the Rt. Rev. Dr. 
Weller, Bishop of Fond du Lac; the Rev. 
Dr. B. Talbot Rogers, President of Racine 
College, and the Rev. Dr. Edward L. Par- 
sons. The deputation hopes to proceed to 
London, Athens, Constantinople, Antioch, 
Jerusalem, Alexandria, Rome, Switzerland, 
France, Belgium, Holland,. Denmark, Nor. 
way, Sweden and such otlian counbrios as 
can be reached. Many eminent members of 
the ‘Churches in all these- countries have 
given cordial assurances that the deputa- 
tion will be sympathetically received and 
heard with interest and in the earnest hope 
that the World Conference may remove 
the prejudices, misunderstandings and mu- 
tual ignorance among the Churches which 
should form the one visible Body of Christ, 


' go that the way may be open for directly 


constructive effort to establish that unity 
among His disciples which Christ regarded 
as the only evidence potent to convince 
the world that He had been sent by the 
Father to redeem mankind. 


‘Special Meeting of General Synod 


(Continued from Last Week) 


part ‘‘in putting this proposition across.’’ 
3. This was a praying Synod. Of course, 
each session. of other Synodical gatherings 


“was opened with devotional services; that 


is a constitutional requirement, and that 
was not only followed in letter at this time, 
but also in spirit. However, in addition 
to this, the delegates assembled frequently 


paused in their serious deliberations for 


prayer. Every important action was either 
preceded or followed by prayer. Synod 
prayed for the recovery of the sick, for 
the comfort of the aged, for the League 
of Nations. 

But by far the most important of all 
were the prayer meetings held before the 
evening sessions of Wednesday and Thurs: 


day. These were called and led by Rev. 
DS 
continued until ‘almost time for the session 


J. I. Good; they began at 6.30 and 


of Synod. Not only did a large number 


of delegates gather at the appointed time, 
_ but a number of fervent and earnest pray- 
ers were offered in which Divine guidance 
was sought for Synod in its work, bless- 
ings were asked for the Churches of Al- 
2 toona, and for the work of our whole de- 
alertness How much did poe prayers 


| WW 


Who can tell? Mr. W. H. Dechant, of 
Reading, says with truth, ‘‘Intercession 
for the spiritual awakening of our people 
is one of the greatest needs.’? We know 
that ‘‘lack in prayer limits God.’’ ‘‘The 
powers of the eternal world have been 
placed at the disposal of prayer.’’ Prayer 
was a mighty working force in this Synod. 


Cc. B. Alspach. 


In giving additional information of the 
acts and proceedings of General Synod, we 
ask for a careful reading of the following 
report. You will see from it how we are 
trying to simplify and unify our own work. 
This will all spell greater efficiency, and 
thus will come to mean the strengthening. 
and the enlarging of our own denomina- 
tional borders. 


We are not only having closer union with 
other denominations, but we are getting 
closer together ourselves. Nearly all of the 
old dividing lines are gone and others are 
going; it is with us not a question of col- 
lege or seminary any longer, but of the 
Kingdom. The President of Franklin and 
Marshall College insisted that Ursinus 
College should be given the same amount 
in the budget that they were to receive, 
and it is our conviction that the Presi- 
dents of these two institutions by their 
very hearty and most cordial fraterniza- 
tion have had a large part in bringing: 
about this long desired and much-waited- 
for condition in our denomination. We 
mingle now in our ecclesiastical assemblies. 
as brethren and not as graduates of this or 
of that institution. Here we are consistent 
in seeking our closer inner union as voted 
for it with other denominations. We are 
glad to say that the following report was- 
adopted without a dissenting vote: 


Dear Fathers and Brethren:— 


Your Committee to whom were referred 
these items from the Report of the Pub- 
lication and Sunday School Board would 
submit the following: 

Item 1. The request for an immediate: 
apportionment of ten (10) cents per mem- 
ber. Your ‘Committee clearly recognizes 
the need of larger resources for the larger 
work, that must be done under the auspices- 
of this Board in the immediate future. 
But, we are in the midst of a triennium 
for which apportionments have already 
been made by the last General Synod; and 


_we are on the threshold of a new era 


movement, which we all hope will stir the 
depths of the spiritual life and benevo- 
lent giving of our Church. It would, there- 
fore, seem inopportune to make the re- 
quested apportionment of ten (10) cents 
per member at this time. 

Item 2. A request for an addition of 
three members to the Commission on Moral 
and Religious Education. Your Commit- 
tee heartily approves of this request. 

Item 3. A request for some helpful ac- 
tion to further encourage the proposed: 
merger of the Reformed Church Messenger’ 
and the Christian World. The succinct state- 
ment of the facts thus far appearing in the 
various stages of this merger movement 
has been studied carefully by your Com- 
mittee. If the unanimous action of four 
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large Synods in any matter so serious and 
vital as this can be regarded as any ex- 
pression of the mind and heart of the 
Church embraced within their bounds, it 
would seem most unfortunate that any 
‘‘change of sentiment’’ or ‘‘certain con- 
tingencies’? should have developed within 
three months afterward so as to preclude 
and prevent the proposed merger of these 
two great papers of the Reformed ‘Church 
in the United States. If there ever was 
a time when our Reformed Church needed 
the strongest, most comprehensive, most 
representative and best supported religious 
paper we can publish, that time is just 
now and in the immediate future, so big 
with possibilities and opportunities of the 
best things for Christ and His holy 
Church. 

We recommend: 

First. That this General Synod hereby 
challenges the Sunday Schools of. our 
Church to make an offering of $20,000.00 
on Children’s Day, 1919, the bulk of which 
shall be used for direct, aggressive mis- 
sionary work. The Stated Clerk of Gen- 
eral Synod is hereby requested to speedily 
communicate this action to the Stated Clerk 
of every Classis, who shail promptly for- 
ward it to every pastor and Consistory in 
the Classis, who will then plan and co- 
operate with the superintendent and offi- 
ers of the Sunday School, or with its’Sun- 
day School Board, to secure this large gen- 
erous Children’s Day offering. All of this 
offering ought to be sent in promptly to 
General Synod’s Publication and Sunday 
School Board. All our Church and Sunday 
School papers are earnestly requested to 
give prominence to this action, so that 
such an intelligent, widespread determina- 
tion shall be aroused throughout the whole 
‘Church as will secure an offering of 
$20,000.00 on Children’s Day, 1919. 

Second. The membership of the Commis- 
sion on Moral and Religious Education is 
hereby enlarged by the addition of four 
vepresentatives, one of whom shall be ap- 
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pointed by the Board of Foreign Missions, 
another by the Board of Home Missions, 
a third by the Permanent Committee on 
Young People’s Work, and the fourth by 
the officers of the Woman’s Missionary 
Society of General Synod. 

Third. The Publication and Sunday 
School Board of this General Synod, the 
Publication Board of the Ohio Synod, and 
the Board of Directors of the Central Pub- 
lishing House are hereby requested to hold 
a joint meeting in Cleveland, Ohio, at 
some convenient date, before September 
Ist, 1919, such date to be selected by their 
three Presidents. It is the sincere hope 
of this General Synod that at this pro- 
posed joint meeting some plan of merger 
may be perfected, that will insure the 
larger development. of all interests, insti- 
tutions, Boards and agencies of our Re- 
formed Church and the multiplied useful- 
ness of a greater Church paper, reaching 
to the utmost bounds of our Reformed 
Constituency. Furthermore, it is the sense 
of this General Synod that the Western 


Depository of the Publication and Sunday — 


School Board at the Central Publishing 
House in Cleveland, Ohio, be well main- 
tained and fostered; that the associate edi- 
tor, who shall be elected by the Ohio 
Synod, shall have his office in the ‘Central 
Publishing House; that at least two edi- 
torial contributors shall be elected by tho 
Central, Southwest, Northwest and Inte- 
rior Synods and the German Synod of the 
East, and that the hearty co-operation of 
all our Synods shall be earnestly solicited 
for the newly-merged Reformed Church 
Messenger and Christian World. 


Respectfully submitted, 
E. R. Williard, 
R. C. Bowling, 
S. E. Stofflet, 
E. L. Coblentz, 
G. W. Hartman, 
Committee. 
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GENERAL COMMENT 


Importance of Nitrogen—In the ‘‘Re- 
view of Reviews’’ for March is a remark- 
ably interesting article on nitrogen and 
its uses, by the editor of the ‘‘ Popular 
Science Monthly.’’ Some of the main 
points here follow: 

“Nitrogen, of which 80 per cent. of the 
air is composed, is a free gas which is 
necessary to all animal and vegetable life. 
In 24 hours a man breathes 450. gallons of 
nitrogen. 
one square mile of earth reaches twenty 
‘million tons. This gas is the chief fertil- 
‘izer of the soil. It is the one ingredient 
in stable fertilizer that is useful to the 
‘soil. When burned it becomes nitric oxide 
or nitrate, and in this form only is it used 
as a fertilizer. In a thunder storm every 
lightening flash converts a little of this 
gas into “nitric oxide, which ‘is carried to 
‘the soil by the rain. 


In only one place in the world is this 


nitrate found in commercial quantities. - 


‘This is in Chile, where a great reservoir 
of it lies in a mountain basin 5,000 feet 
above sea-level and 20 miles from the 
Pacific shore. For many years Chile has 
supplied the world with nitrate, but it is 
said that within the next half century this 
great bed will be exhausted. Men will then 
be obliged to bridle this elusive gas from 
the air in order to enrich the soil and pre- 
vent starvation. An acre of land fertilized 
with nitrate will produce more than double 


The amount of nitrogen above © 


the crop of wheat produced by an acre not 
so fertilized. 

The proposition of drawing nitrate from 
the air and ‘fixing’ it in commercial form 
seems now in process of solution. Prof. 
Bucher, of Brown University, has devised 
a plan by which nitrogen from the air can 
be transferred into fertilizer by an inex- 
pensive process. He has merely proved 
old methods that have been developing for 
half a century. It is said that by the new 
method machinery for this purpose can be 
erected anywhere and at moderate cost and 


that farmers will be enabled to draw all - 
- needed fertilizer for their lands from the 
- atmosphere. 


When this process is prac- 
tically applied and becomes universally 
used it must be pronounced one of the 
greatest steps in human progress in the 


_ history of the ages.’’ 


Abolish Conscription—It is eaperred from 


Paris that the Peace Treaty will be ready 


to hand to the German agents not later 
than March 20th. A delegation of Ger- 
mans are to appear in Paris to receive this 
treaty and take it back to the newly elect- 
ed German Assembly and return it to Paris 
signed by the authorities. 


It is said that the German army is to be 
confined to 100,000 men, and that the en- 
listments must be for twelve years. If 
this is true, and if it is carried out, it will 


do away with conscription in Germany. 


- other legal document should be allowed 


ahead with the trial, verdict and judgme 


announced 


years, the great majority of German men 
would~have no military training. Under 
the old plan of conscription, where young 
men served only two or three years in the 
army and were then retired to the re- 
serves, it is plain to be seen that within 
ten or fifteen years nearly all men of mil- 
itary age would be trained soldiers. But 
this will be far from the case under the 
new plan. 

Whether the Allies will impose such re- 
strictions on themselves is not stated, but 
it is quite certain that such a condition 
imposed on Germany will prove a death 
blow to conseription. No nation will long 
keep up a large army with the burden of 
taxation it implies if there is little or no 
prospects of using it. If the world is con- 
vinced that serious wars are possible no 
longer the large army will melt away and 
the suject of disarmament will take care 
of itself. As an example, at home the 
great arsenal that our Government decided — 
to build at Neville Island at Pitches 


has already been abolished, fib 
A Sane Law—From a recent editorial wo 
quote 


are places ‘where justice is dispensed w 2 
will have less point under the new law 

signed by the President which will deprive. 

quibbling technicalities of their Deen 

power for harm. It refers, of course, only 
to Federal courts and provides that 
any case, civil or criminal, the court 
give judgment after an examination ze) 
entire record before the court, witho) 
gard to technical errors, defects 


ceptions which do not affect the subst 


rights of the parties.’ ‘ 

This should help the layman to ae 
the theory that the law is ‘the sublim 
tion of common sense.’ He has a 
found it hard to understand why the act 
dental omission of a comma or the m 
spelling of a word in an indictment 


defeat the ends of justice. The sensi 
way, he has imagined, would be to 
the error when it is discovered | 


To the credit of the lawyers themsel 
be it said, the reform just accomp 
has been urged by the American Bar 
ite: for many years, and it h 


regard for the ethical side of their 
fession.’’ 


DOMESTIC 


‘A joint debate 6n the League of Nat 
will be held in Boston between 


of the Senate, and A. ’ Lawrene ‘Lor 
President of Harvard Universit; 
man of the Executive Committee 
League to Enforce Peace, of whi 

President Taft is President. 

A $2,000,000 plant to produce h 
being built in Texas. Helium is th 
est of all gases except hydrogen, ¢ and h 
non-combustible is Be ts to Bas 
filling baloons. 

Medical authorities are not ag: 
the true nature of a strange mal 
ported as ‘‘sleeping sickness 
the Middle West. Twenty 
veloped in Chicago. Some aseribe 
ady to an after effect of i 

Completion of the personnel 
dustrial Board of the Depart m1 
merce, together with the pl: 
Board for hastening the | r 
and wages to a normal 1 
nounced by the Coun 
fense, t 

Appropriation of 
ship fund to indue 
leased from the a 
to train for publi 


With so small an army the personnel of the 


which is to be ae santa re in Mei 
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will be made available to railroads during 
the next few months in lieu of the funds 
which Congress failed to provide. 
Plans of Henry Ford for a new company 
to produce a lower priced automobile than 
any at present extensively marketed, con- 
. template employment of 200,000 workers 
3 when in full operation, according to a 
recent statement by Mr. Ford. 

i Amelia E. Barr, the authoress, died at 
her home in Richmond Hill, N. Y., March 
10th, at the age of 88. 

a A sharp decline for January is shown 

4 ‘by the U. 8. report on rail revenue, the 
net operating income being millions short 
of rental. The railroads have been prom- 
ised aid. 

Enrico Caruso, operatic tenor, will pay 
an income tax of $153,933.70 for 1918. He 
will take advantage of the installment pay- 

- ment system. 

Aerial passenger service between New 

York and Los Angeles will be started early 
in August. The company has a fieet of 
_ four 12-passenger planes, all of which will 
start on the inaugural trip on the same 

date. 
Thirty-eight prominent Colorado Repub- 
 jiecans March 13th filed articles of incorpor- 
ation of the ‘‘Leonard Wood Republican 
Club of Colorado,’’ the object being to pro- 

mote the candidacy of the commander of 
the central department of the army for 
the Republican nomination for President 
next year. 

George Creel, head of the Committee on 

Public Information in Washington, an- 
nounced on his return from Europe his in- 
tention to ‘‘return to private life.’’ 
New York City’s infant mortality rate 
for 1918, with only 91.7 deaths to 1,000 
births, was the lowest of the ten largest 
_ eities in the country, according to a state- 
ment issued by New York City’s Health 
Commissioner. 
Preliminary organization of a naton-wide 
organization to combat the League of Na- 
tions as now proposed was effected at a 
conference held in the offices of Senator 
ames A. Reed, of Missouri. Henry Wat- 
terson, the veteran editor of Louisville, 
Ky., has accepted the presidency of the 
organization. 

ar FOREIGN 


oe, 
* 


4 * 
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‘During the months of December and 


f Petrograd died from hunger and result 
epidemics, 
_ President Menocal has conferred with 
ommittees of employers and strikers in 
an effort to adjust the general strike in 
ba. The strike leaders have declared 
y are willing to accept President Men- 
eal’s decision in settling the questions at 
ssue. 
The American Army University, the 
gest university in the English-speaking 
tld, has been opened at Beaune, -south- 
f Paris. Fifteen thousand soldiers 
enrolled for a three months’ course. 
uC f 500 members is chiefly 


‘o hundred Spartacans taken prisoners 


ummarily executed by government 
t was the most gruesome whole- 
eution in German history. 
re 10,000,000 cases of influenza 
October, November and De- 
ording to the report of the 
rtment ofiicials. 
s will be required to complete 
sed tunnel under the English 
from England to, France, and the 
-$100,000,000. — 
Sir Douglas Haig has 


ENEELY BELL CO 
ei?” BROAGWAY.NY CITY, 


_ January nearly 100,000 persons in the city 
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been appointed to succeed General Sir 
William R. Robertson as Commander-in: 
Chief of the home forces. General Robert- 
son is to be Commander-in-Chief of tho 
army of the Rhine. 

The French spent during the war for am- 
munition $5,200,000,000. 

According to diplomatic advices recently 
made public, William Hohenzollern two 
months before the armistice was signed, 
planned an asylum in Sweden, but was pre- 
vented from going to that country by the 
Swedish Government. 

The Swiss Government has decided to 
recognize the Polish and Ozecho-Slovak 
States and to establish diplomatic rela- 
tions with them. 


It is said that the Allies have agreed to 
limit the German fleet to six battleships, 
five cruisers, twelve 800-ton destroyers and 
twenty-six small destroyers. 

Recommendation that the navigation of 
the Rhine be opened to all nations with- 
out discrimination was made in a report to 
the Peace Conference by the Commission 
on the International Regime of Waterways, 
Railways and Ports. It has been suggested 
that the Rhine be controlled by a commis- 
sion similar to the Danube commission. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Plans for organization of an interna- 
tional Red Cross, to be led by the American 


Red Cross, in a great peace-time campaign » 


to prevent disease, relieve suffering and 
‘“make the world what the war was fought 
for—a better place to live in’’—were out- 
lined by Dr. Livingston Farrand, newly ap- 
pointed chairman of the central committee 


of the American Red Cross. 


Claims filed by American citizens and 
concerns with the State Department against 
Germany and Austria-Hungary total about 
$750,000,000 the State Department has an- 
nounced. 

A commission composed of 41 Senators 
and Representatives of the Philippine Leg- 
islature and other island officials, headed 
by Manuel L. Quezon, President of the 
Senate and former Commissioner to the 
American Congress, will arrive in the Unit- 
ed States about March 23 to cultivate in 
this country a better knowledge of the 
Philippines. 

The Y. M. C. A, casualties were 57 dur- 
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Annual Classical Meetings—The W. M. 
S. of West Susquehanna Classis will meet 
in Christ Church, Beaver Springs, Rev. 
Thomas H. Matterness, pastor, on April 
2 and 3. The Executive Committee will 
hold its meeting on Wednesday at 3.30. 
The convention will open at 7.30 P. M. 
and continue three sessions on Thursday. 
Rev. J. Frank Bucher, of China, will de- 
lier the address on Thursday evening. 


The W. M. S. of Wyoming Classis will 
hold its convention on April 2 and 3. 


The W. M. S. of East Susquehanna 
Classis will meet in annual session April 
2 and 3 at Catawissa, Pa. Local societies 
will please send names of delegates to Mrs. 
R. J. Leiby, Catawissa, Pa. 


The annual meeting of the W. M. 8. of 
East Pennsylvania Classis will be held Fri- 
day, April 4th, in Christ Reformed Church, 
Bath, Rev. W. U. Helffrich, pastor. There 
will be two sessions—9.45 A, M. and 1.15 
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ing the war, a proportionate cost in lives 
one-fourth that of the United States Army. 

Restriction of immigration into Palestine 
to 50,000 a year during the first period of 
development of the new Jewish common- 
wealth set up under British trusteeship, 
has been decided upon by the Inter-Allied 
Zionist Conference in London. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rey. W. F. More, D. D., Superintendent 


The Empty House 


It is a part of our farm house. The one 
side is occupied by our farmer and his 
family; the other side used to be the home 
of our shoemaker in the day when a shoe- 
maker could be found to do the Home’s 
work. 


This house makes a very good home, 
There are six rooms and an attic and cellar. 
With it goes a little garden and a place 
to keep a small flock of chickens. 
good repair. There is a hydrant with an 
unfailing supply of the very best water. 


This house should be occupied for the 
sake of the house itself, for sake of giv- 
ing neighbors to the farmer’s family, and 
for the sake of the Home. The family to 
live in it should be a small one of good 
people whose silent influence as well as its 
active work would be beneficial to the 
Home. The man should be preferably a 
carpenter, for we have a very great deal 
of repair work that should be done this 
summer. 


Then it would be well if the desired ten- 


ant icould do painting, could help on the farm 


if necessary, and make himself generally 
useful. Such a one, if he was of the right 
spirit, could find employment for a long 
time and perhaps permanently. We hope 
to find the right one very soon. 


All our positions which women can fill 
are now filled and they seem to be well 
filled. But we need some more male help 
of the right kind. I would be glad to 
enter into correspondence or otherwise com- 
municate with men who would be willing 
to assist. in this work. Will the ministers 
please help me to find suitable assistants? 


EE (1) a (1) ED CO-ED «| 


News of the Woman’s Missionary Society | 


[Send Communications to Mrs. E. W. Lentz, Bangor, Pa.] 


- 


P. M. Rev. Carl D. Kreite will speak in 
the afternoon. 


The annual meeting of the W. M. S. of 
Tohickon Classis will be held in St, 
Stephen’s Reformed Church, Perkasie, on 
Thursday, April 10. 


The W. M. S. of Schuylkill Classis will 
meet Friday evening, April 11, and Satur- 
—_——————— 
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day, April 12, in Trinity Church, Pottsville, 
Rey. A. O. Reiter, pastor. De legates Bpias 
ing entertainment will notify Mrs. P. W. 
Yocum, Howard avenue, P ottsville, be 


The annual meeting of the W. M. 8. of 
Philadelphia Classis will be held Tuesday, 
April 15, in the First Reformed Church, 
Spring City, Rev. Dallas Krebs, pastor. 


The annual meeting of the W. M.S. of 
Lancaster Classis will be held April 30 in 
St. John’s Reformed Church, Harrisburg. 


The W. M. S. of Reading Classis will 
meet May 15th at Leesport, Pa. 


The W. M. S. of Goshenhoppen Classis 
will convene in May. The exact date has 
not been determined, 


On February 27 the Executive Commit- 
mittee of the W. M. S. East Susquehanna 
Classis was entertained at the home of the 
Vice-President, Mrs. W. H. Faries, of Sun- 
bury. Pa. Classical business was transacted. 


Missionary Evening—The Mission Band 
of Freeland, Wyoming Classis, gave a Mis- 
sionary Evening on the last Sunday in Feb- 
ruary. The sketches, ‘‘In-as-Much’’ and 
‘*Totus San and the Mission School’’ were 
presented by the children to an appreci- 
ative audience. A silver offering was re- 
quested. The offering was $34. This Mis- 
sion Band has been doing unusually good 
work under the constructive leadership of 
Miss Tawilla L. Oswald. 


Marriage of Miss Helen Leib—Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Randolph Leib announced the 
marriage of their daughter, Helen Shaefer, 
to Mr. John Harvey McCandless on Satur- 
day, March 8th. 


For many years Miss Leib was the Cor- lars. 
z — em e-em (ea 
The Church Services 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F, Herman, D. D., Lancaster, Pa. 


The Lesson for Sunday, March 30, being 
a Review for the past quarter, there are no 
notes in this issue of the ‘‘ Messenger.’’ 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


March 30th—On the Fence 
(Matt. 27: 11-26) 


Our Scripture lesson brings before us 
one of the most unpopular characters in 
the New Testament. Whenever in our wor- 
ship we recite together the Apostles’ Creed 
and come to the name of Pontius Pilate, 
we are pronouncing the verdict of history 
upon this unfortunate character. Here 
was a man who was born and bred under 
the authority of the Roman Empire and 
achieved great distinction; a man who had 
certain very excellent qualities, but who 
when put to the test, utterly failed to 
make good, -What an unfavorable impres- 
sion Pilate makes when he seeks to strad- 
dle a great issue! How weak he appears 
—a spineless, backboneless creature! One 
of the principal things to be said against 


this man is that he lacked backbone. Now,_ 


backbone enables a person to stand up. 
All the vital organs of our being center 
around it. Likewise, backbone in the 


involyes that we would be deprived of our 


, where, in the Bal 


responding Secretary of the W. M. 8S. of 
Eastern Synod and was the first represent- 
ative appointed by that body to conduct 
the news department in the ‘‘Reformed 
Church Messenger.’’ She resigned both 
positions to take training in_ Christian 
Social Service in the Kennedy School of 
Missions, Hartford, ‘Conn. 

Miss Leib had been active since young 
girlhood in the Sunday School and Mis: 
sionary Societies of Salem Reformed 
Church, Harrisburg. 

On Monday evening, March 3, Miss Leib 
had charge of the program of the Ellen 
Gutelius Missionary Society. After the 
interesting program was completed Mrs. 
Paul A. Kunkel, in behalf of the society, 
presented Miss Leib with a handsome piece 
of silver. On Tuesday evening,, 28 teach- 
ers of the Sunday School dined together 
at the Y. M. C. A. After discussing Sun- 
day School problems, Miss Leib was again 
called upon to aecept a gift from the Sun- 
day School teachers. 

Mr. McCandless is assistant to one of the 
departmental heads of the National Red 
Cross, with headquarters in Washington. 
Mr. and Mrs. McCandless will reside in 
Washington. 


wert cold or hot, but because thou art. 
neither, but lukewarm, I will spew thee out 
of my mouth.’’ ‘‘He that is not with Meiers 
is against Me,’’ says Christ, ‘‘and he that Beta 
gathereth not with me, seattereth.’? There we o 
is no middle ground, no room for compro- 
mising, no attitude of watchful waiting | OF nhs 


passive neutrality. We will have to be 


? 


one or the other. In the prophecy of Obe- 
diah appears this significant passage, ‘‘In 
the day that thou stoodest aloof, then n> 
thou wast as one of them.’’ So the person — 
who is not out and out for Christ is vir- 
tually arraying himself on the side of the oh 
enemies of Christ. 
This matter of indecision is due to a 
oy of certain fundamental principles 
ife 
First, a lack of conviction. How ar 
it is for some people to make up © 
minds! They are never quite sure. ‘ 
have not arrived at any definite ¢ 
sion. They dilly-dally and shilly-shal u 
til the opportunity of their life has g 
Now, it is almost invariably the ¢: 
the first impulses and impressions r 
ing any question are the right on 
moment you begin to weigh and ar 
debate, a number of counter curren’ S 
in to pervert the whole issue. To 
one’s mind must be properly tr 
things in their due proportion 
relation, but as a general principle 
dividual should act on the 
and decide quickly. It is sai 
Theodore Roosevelt that. he 
made up his mind on the instant, E 
cided great issues on the m ot. 
people cannot buy a handke: 
out having great difficulty - 
their minds to do so. It is, mor. 
good thing after a decision 
reached to allow no regrets 
If you have made a wrong ¢ oie 
worry and brood over it, 
forward and do the best you 
mistake will eventually corr 
Second, a lack of courage. 
_, person who straddles an iss 
ard at heart. He is afra 
by fear and sentiment rathe 
and courage. Some people a 
“fence’’ because they are afrai L of 
selves. They are afraid of t 
$ people may say. They ar 
outcome. Fear is- torment. 
have the courage of our convict 
shall never develop into real str 
‘less we cast aside fear. 
person be afraid to stand cA 
her convictions The opini 
people regarding yourself ( 
are not any better than yo 
people are just as weak 
should you be afraid of th 
ture is pretty nearly 
ee Be courageous, bi 
alter in standing ip fo 
to be the right. oe 
Third; a lack of eaat 
who is ‘‘on the fence’? la 
of dependablenes 
where to place hi 


To Mother Ten French Orphans—At a 
recent meeting of the Schlatter Missionary 
Society of First Reformed Church, Easton, 
Pa., the theme was ‘‘The Call of Protestant 
France.’’ As a visible response to the 
call of Protestant France three hundred 
and sixty dollars was dedicated to the sup- 
port of ten French orphans. The society 
will mother five boys and five girls. One 
shall be a baby, and the plan is to have 
the girls of the congregation do the sew- 
ing for this baby. The French Orphanage 
Fund was raised simultaneously with the 
War Emergency Fund. The two relief 
funds aggregated almost one thousand dol- 


realm of the moral and spiritual life en- 
ables a person to take a stand, to assume 
an attitude, and give content and charac- 
ter to other relations in life. 


It is interesting to observe how all 
through the Bible indecision, indifference, 
neutrality are condemned. This is so be- 
cause the will enters and plays such a 
prominent part in our whole moral life. 
We are free human beings. We have tho 
power of choice, the ability to decide. 
Otherwise we would be shorn of our true 
freedom. It is this power of intelligent 
choice that differentiates man from - the. 
lower animals. It is this, moreover, that 
gives any act moral value. In one of the 
old hymms we have been accustomed to ways dangerous, — 
sing, “Take away our power of sinning.’ oS in” lifer it ig a 
That is scarcely a true prayer. If our tion for anyone 
‘power of sinning’? is taken away that place him on any grea 
ly ny this the Bes on | 
and wrong. T! is 
tween stubbornn 
egies lacks 


power of doing good. What a vital part 
the will plays in our life and how necessary 
it is that we should properly cultivate and — 
train it! When Joshua faced his people at 
the parting of the ways, he said to them, 
‘«Choose you this day whom ye will serve.?? 
When Elijah was on the mount « 
ing the prophets of Baal, he sai 
halt ye between two opini 

Jesus asked a man to follo 
man wanted to go back + 
farewell, Jesus ae i Ne 


fit for the Kingdom 


stubborn nan oe 


fied with himself, incapable of grappling 
with any problems i in life; makes him timid 
and afraid of himself and inefficient in 
performing the duties of life. It is a great 
loss whem a man loses his own self-respect. 
There is a difference between self-respect 

and selfishness. Every man should think 
highly of himself, of his abilities and pow- 
ers, but ‘‘not more highly than he ought 
to think, but te think soberly.’’ 

Second, he loses the respect of others. 
No one speaks well of a vascillating, veer- 
ing fellow. We have no regard for him, 
We may differ from a man who takes a 
stand on the other side of the question, 
but if he holds his ground we respect him 
for it. He may be wrong, but we admire 
him for the stand that he takes. He at 
least is true to himself, and that is all 
_ that we are. When a man loses the re- 
spect of his fellowmen and achieves the 
_ reputation for himself of being a weak, un- 
reliable, shifting sort of a creature he will 
no longer amount to very much in life. 

- Third, he will lose valuable time. All 
Fhe time that a man spends ‘‘on the 
ence’? is lost. While he is deciding the 
question others have already gone for- 
ward, have entered upon their task and 
are well on the way in achieving success. 
elays in decisions are dangerous. There 
those who want to have longer time 
onsider. They haven’t made up their 


they are trying to make up their 
inds they might have already done a 
wa deal in the way of active service. 
Fourth, he will lose real strength. Now, 
ch one ‘of us is just as strong as we think 
selves to be. Whatever may be said 
bout those two brothers who wanted to 
it at the right and left hand of Christ in 
‘is Kingdom, they said a very fine thing 
hen, in reply to the question of Jesus as 
- to whether they were able to drink the cup 
which He drank and to be baptized with 
the baptism with which He was baptized, 
they said, ‘‘We are able.’’ ‘‘We are 
When we say that we gather 
rength to make the statement real. The 
oment we declare ourselves there is add- 
power given unto us. The moment we 
a stand for Christ we are on the way 
Z ser. The moment we come out in 
‘or of a great issue we have touched the 
und, and, like the ancients, there is 
h given to us. Let us, therefore, 
2 and be poacy to defend our pe heness 


; and. be find and afraid and stand 
ep If pate ewe have ane that day 


e of the greatest Haroon of his- 


ATE: you are oe the fence’’ you 
| and you may not know on which 
1 will land. 


WIFE 


‘minister’s widow with three 
n—and all she had was some 
d $1,000 life insurance. 
ch had a plan by which the 
eeu have paid the small sum of 
ree dollars per year and have 
e fund five hundred dollars 
e reached the age of sev- 
» of his dently the widow 


a now it was Seo: 
and strong and in 
ed books. | And a 


Such people always lose because 


e threw away his chance because. 
ed to be peael He lost his soul’ 


the fund and 
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was gone—and the young mother sat there 
heart-broken with her three helpless chil- 
dren. 

This is the concrete story that should ap- 
peal to every minister’s wife in the Re. 
formed Church. We have this same plan 
of sustentation. It is much cheaper than 
any life insurance. It is a protection for 
every minister under sixty years of age. 

The minister’s wife should write at once 
for application blanks and information to 
the Board of Relief. 


Rev. J. W. Meminger, 
Lancaster, Pa. 


SUMMER EVENTS AT COLLEGEVILLE 


The buildings and grounds. of Ursinus 
College serve the purposes of human cul- 
ture not only during the nine months of 
the academic year, but during the summer 
months as well, one month—that of August 
—hbeing devoted entirely to education along 
religious lines: For a dozen years this 
has been the seat of the Collegeville Sum- 
mer Assembly, an interdenominational 
gathering, at which lectures and confer- 
ences are conducted by leading preachers 
and theological professors of various de- 
nominations. For five years the Reformed 
Church has held one of its best missionary 
conferences on the college grounds. Last 
year the Methodist Episcopal Church be- 
gan here one of its Epworth institutes, and, 
beginning this year, the Baptist Chureh 
will conduct at Usrinus an Assembly and 
Chautauqua for young people of that de- 
nomination in Pennsylvania. 

Each of these conferences will occupy 
one week, the schedule being as follows: 
August 4-11—The Summer Assembly. 

August 11-18—The Reformed Church 
Missionary Conference. 

August 18-25—Epworth Institute of the 
Methodist ‘Church. 

August 25-September 1—Assembly and 
Chautauqua for Pennsylvania Baptists. 

From June 23 to August 1 the ‘College 
will hold its twenty-fifth annual summer 
session for regular academic work. 


“CEDAR CREST,’’ THE COLLEGE FOR 


WOMEN, ALLENTOWN, PA. 


We have just been notified that Miss 
Naomi Williams, one of our students in 
the Art Department, was awarded the first 
prize in a competitive contest for a schol- 


arship in the Philadelphia School of De-° 


sign. She was also given the honor of 
having a ‘‘Color Composition in Oil’’ ac- 
cepted by the Committee for the exhibi- 
tion. 

Harry A. Grammes, a member of the 
manufacturing firm of L. F. Grammes & 
Son, has guaranteed to take on all the 
graduates of our Secretarial Course as fast 
as we can turn them out at salaries abund- 
antly worth while. The Executive Com- 


. mittee is at work developing a course cov- 


ering two years, which seems to be in de- 
mand. This field will give our Church the 
opportunity to send a woman into the busi- 
ness world trained for her work in a 
Christian college. 

This is the first year during the pres- 
ent administration when a Freshman for 
the coming year was enrolled before Has- 
ter time. She was definitely assigned her 
room yesterday. 

President Curtis was welcomed upon his 
return from the meeting of General Synod 
by two letters, which cheered his heart— 
the one came from Lebanon county and 
contained a Liberty Bond with this re- 
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mark, ‘‘I hope this bond will help you 
in your work.’’ It will be placed in the 
Endowment Funds and will bring a perma- 
nent annual income to the institution. The 
second was a letter from James Hartzell, 
a member of the;,Board of Trustees, who 
sent a check completing a $2,500 contribu- 
tion to the new buildings, and offering to 
pay one thousand dollars into the Endow- 
ment Fund. One encouraging feature about 
our work is the fact that the ones who 
have contributed to the work are always 
the first ones ready to do so again. We 
are anxious to use this money as a sacred 
trust given us in the Lord’s name. 

Miss Louise Jackson, of Miami, Fla., 
has been added to the staff of teachers as 
an associate, to Miss Lauer in the Music 
Department. Miss Jackson is a graduate 
of Peabody in Baltimore and a graduate 
student of Miss Lauer. She is unusually 
brilliant as a performer and will be used 
as the ‘‘College Soloist.’? We welcome her 
and she has already won the hearts of the 
students with her work. 


The local Alumnae Association is now 
engaged in some work for the maintenance 
of the College, which is bringing returns 
very much larger than many of us had an-. 
ticipated. By June, when they will make 
their report, they will be very proud of 
their work, and they will be able to add a 
oo sum to their fund for the Alumnae 

all. 


HOOD HAPPENINGS 


What a series of public events crowd in 
between mid-year exams. and spring vaca- 
tion! Merely to mention them might lead 
the uninitiated to surmise that there must 
be little time left for study. As a fact, 
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however, these good things and good times 
come only as the occasional and excep- 
tional, and ‘‘ between times’’ there’s a lot 
of hard work and real study done. 

The second semester opened this year on 
February 10th. On the evening of the 
14th the Dramatic Department, under the 
direction of Miss Hill, gave a delightful 
presentation of ‘‘Hiawatha.’’ The stage 
setting and costumes, as mul as the act- 
ing, were especially fine and reflected credit 
upon both teacher and pupils. 

On February 15th the Faculty gave a 
reception to the students in Alumnae Hall, 
Music, refreshments and general sociability 
made the evening pass joyously and rap- 
idly. On the 17th, Mrs. Owen Kildare 
gave a reading in Seminary Hall. Mrs. 
Kildare is best known as the heroine of 
the autobiography, ‘‘My Mamie Rose,’’ 
and gave a number of Kildare Stories, to- 
gether with several war poems. 

On the 22d occurred the Junior Prom., 
for which the Class secured the use of the 
Armory. It was a delightful occasion, to 
which many out-of-town guests came. On 
March 1st a similar oceasion was held in 
Brodbeck Hall, under the direction of the 
Sophomores and Freshmen. On February 
25th the Liberty Chorus, which had been 
practicing all winter under the direction 
of Prof. Pearson, gave their concert in 
Seminary Hall. They were assisted by 
Mrs. Rabold, of Baltimore and New York, 
and by the Hood Glee ‘Club. 

The third of the Artist Recitals was 
given in a piano recital by Harold Henry 
on March 4th; the last in two recitals by 
Mrs. Bertha Kunz Baker on March 10th. 
Mrs, Baker gave readings from the fables 
and plays of Lord Dunsany in the after- 
noon in Brodbeck Hall, and her own play, 
‘“‘The Light of Liberty,’’ in Seminary Hall 
in the evening. 

The basketball season came to a thrill- 
ing finish on the evening of the 11th in the 
game between the ‘‘ Army and the Navy.’’ 
The teams divided the ’varsity players be- 
tween them and were thus quite evenly 
matched. Amid great excitement the Navy 
won by the score of 33 to 15. In the 
Class games the Class of 1919 won the 
championship for the third consecutive 
year. The ’varsity contains some unusual- 
ly strong players, but their colors were 
lowered by the Swarthmore College team 
on the afternoon of March Ist by the score 
of 26 to 31. 

Spring vacation will begin on the 21st 
and extend to April lst. Beginning that 
evening, and continuing for four occasions, 
Prof. Edward Howard Griggs will deliver 
a series of lectures on ‘‘The War and the 
Reconstruction of Democracy.’’ 


PHOEBE DEACONESS AND OLD 
FOLKS’ HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 


Rey. Robert M. Kern, Superintendent 


Miss Caroline Wieand’s estate was set- 
tled recently. The Home received a 
bequest of one thousand dollars. The 
Board of Trustees accept this legacy with 
profound gratitude and the many friends 
of our Home learn of it with great pleas- 
ure, 

After all, the general public feels that 
we can not well take too good care of our 
worthy aged fathers and mothers, ‘‘This 
certainly is a Home of which we may feel 
justly proud.’’ More and more the gen- 
eral support of this Home is becoming a 
matter of almost universal concern. The 
people think of us and pray for us. Peo- 
ple whom we_have never seen or heard 
send us checks with most beautiful notes 
accompanying them, They want us to 
keep our Home beautiful and happy. 

In June we surely thought we would go 
into debt in a few weeks, or at least a 
few months, but we have reached March 
with a clear record, and we are very happy 
and it gives us genuine pleasure to tell our 
friends exactly where we stand. We have 
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and our 
frankness. 


always done this in the past 
friends have appreciated our 

We did not get our typewriter yet. Our 
letters do not look as neat as they ought 
when they go out; we are trying the sten- 
ographer’s patience more than is right, yet 
this does not interfere with the general 
work of the institution. The stenographer 
is interested in our Home. She has startea 
a movement to get money together for a 
new machine. She will win out. 

We got several corporation members re- 
cently. They pay $10.00 down and $5.00 
annually thereafter. This affords us great 
satisfaction. The last ones are: Mrs. 
George Guth, Mrs. Sarah Guth, Mrs. Ida 
Otto, Mr. James Bachman, all of Salem 
Church, Allentown. Mr. Henry J. Mack, 
of Christ Church, Bethlehem, was the last 
one to enroll, 


REV. F. W. BERLEMAN, D. D. 


Frederick William Berleman was born 
April 21, 1849, as the youngest child of 
John Henry Berleman and his wife Cathar- 
ine E. Ebbeler, in the County of Tecklen- 
burg, Westphalia, Germany, famous as the 
home of the eloquent preacher, Dr. Fred- 
erick A. Krummacher. Before he was 
twelve years of age he lost his father, who 
died in January, 1861. Several of his 
older brothers and sisters having emigrated 
to America, the fifteen-year-old boy fol- 
lowed them in the summer of 1864, with 
his mother and one older sister. They 
settled in Lafayette, Indiana. On Easter 
Day, 1865, he was confirmed at Lafayette 
by Rev. J. B. Zumpe, then pastor of the 
Reformed Church at that place. Through 
the influence and assistance of his pastor, 
he entered Heidelberg College, at Tiffin, 
Ohio. He pursued his theological studies 
in Heidelberg Theological Seminary. Even 
before he had finished his course in the 
Seminary he received a unanimous call 
from the Millville Reformed Church, in 
Butler County, O. At a special meeting 
of Miami Classis, at Miamisburg, O., he 
was examined, licensed and ordained on 
March 24,°1870, and shortly afterwards in- 
stalled pastor of the Millville Church. He 
ministered to this Church till June, 1878, 
when he accepted a call of Zion’s Reform- 
ed ‘Church, Louisville, Ky., made vacant by 
the resignation of Dr. John Klein. After 
a short ministry in this congregation he 
came to Philadelphia. 

On September 1, 1880, he became assist- 
ant pastor and shortly afterwards succes- 
sor to Dr. Wiehle, pastor of the Salem Re- 
formed Church, Philadelphia. He found 
the congregation burdened with a heavy 
debt of $54,000, which was completely paid 
off during his long and successful pastor- 
ate of 36 years. As pastor 
Church, he officiated at 4,413 baptisms, 2,517 
weddings and 2,935 burials. During his 
long ministry his congregation recognized 
repeatedly his devoted services by public 
celebrations and handsome gifts, as, & g., 
the 25th anniversary of his ordination in 


1895, the 25th anniversary as pastor ot* 


Salem in 1905, and his 35th anniversary 
as pastor in 1915. In the fall of 1916, cata- 
vact attacked his eye, which made further 
service impossible. He, therefore, resign- 
ed, his resignation taking effect October 
1, 1916, when he was elected Mg ge emeri- 
tus. 

The activity of Dr. Berleman was not 
confined to his congregation. He gave much 
time and thought to the work of the 
Church at large, and the Church in turn 
honored him with many positions of honor 
and trust. From 1905-08 he was First Vice- 
President of the General Synod. He was 
several times President of the German 
Synod of the East and for years Treas- 
urer of that Synod, also a member of the 
Board of Ministerial Relief of the Church. 
In Philadelphia he was one of the founders’ 


and for 27 years President of the Board ™ 


of Directors of the Protestant Page ae 
° “- : 


of Salem- 


Educational Column 


a 
Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U.S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institutions 
of the Reformed Church. It is conducted by the 
three (English) Eastern Synods. ‘The Professor 
members of the Board of Visitors and members o 
the Board of Trustees are elected by the Synods. 
It provides a course of three years. It has a’ 
faculty of eight Professors and Instructors. It also 
offers a post-graduate course of two years, leading 
Ne the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
ree. 

For catalogue or information address the President 

REV. JOHN C. BOWMAN, BD. D., 
Lancaster, Pa. 


Central Theological Seminary of the ae 
Reformed Church, Dayton, Ohio 7 
Union of Heidelberg and Ursinus Theolegical = 
Seminaries. Eight Professors, including the Teacher _ 
of Elocution. Presents: (1) Undergraduate; (2) “i 
Special and Partial, and (3) Graduate Courses of — is 
“ 


Study. Tuition free. 

For further information address, ee) 
HENRY J. CHRISTMAN, President, Dayton, O. 
SR er ee 6 a em ne ee 


Franklin and Marshall College 
Lancaster, Pa. ‘ ; 
Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and Sciences 


Campus of fifty-four acres with ten buildings, in- 
cluding thoroughly equipped Science B ; 
Library, Observatory, Gymnasium and Complete 
Athletic Field. 

TERM OPENS SEPTEMBER 2. 
For Catalogue address 
© HENRY H. ‘APPLE, D. D. LL. D., Pres. 


SUMMER SESSION ae 
URSINUS COLLEGE, JUNE 23-AUG. 1 Som 


College courses and preparatory work under — 
regular professors. Full credit everywhere, — 
Every comfort. Vastly superior to crowded — 
universities in hot cities. 


a 


Founded 1851. Located in the famous Piedmo 
section of North Carolina. Healthful climat 
Open to both sexes. Experienced faculty. Tho 
ough training. Careful supervision. Lowest rat 
consistent with first class accommodations. Thr 
courses with special Departments. Twelve $10 

scholarships for fey Se students. For catal — o 
address : WOLFINGER, President 


Franklin and Marshall Academy 


Lancaster, Pa. ; 
A College Preparatory School for ss Lb ae 


Excellent advantages at moderate cost. 


About 900 Academy boys entered some 
colleges in the last 20 years. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 
EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M., Prine 


i 


aie 


The Mercersburg Academy 


Thorough instruction; college preparatory wor! 
being especially successful. Personal interest 
taken in each boy, the aim being to inspi in 
every pupil the lofty ideals of thorough ‘schem 
ship, broad attainments, sound judgment . 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and “further 
information, address or. 
WILLIAM MANN IRVINE, Ph. D., Preside 

Mercersbur; 


FOR 


Vircinta, Woodstock B 
Inculcat 


The Massanutten Academy = fycct_ 


traditions of the Old Dominion. Healthful 1 
tion, beautiful Shenandoah Valley and mot 
scenery. Prepares for college and business; 
did musical course; athletics; fine esprit de ¢ cat 
Easily accessible. Limited to 100 boys, $3 
dress Howarp J. BENCHOFF, A. M., 


HOOD COLLEGE 
For Youne i os ae 
Frederick, Maryland — 
Standard A.B. and B.S. courses. 
Art, Expression and Home ee Acer 
course in Pedagogy. Separate “preparatory 
certificate relations. New buildings on 
suburban site. Our own garden and dai 
logue and booklet of views on a ion, — 


Allentown, 
The eal pe clea ea er 4 
active service of cultured 
courses lead to the A 
cate courses in the 


GL 


the Aged at Lawndale, Philadelphia. In 
1894, Ursinus College recognized his use- 
ful services by giving him the degree of 
ae. D. 

_- He was married January 2, 1872, to 
Margaret Dubbs Borger, at Hamilton, Ohio. 


“S4 This union was blessed with three daugh- 
ters, the second of whom died in infancy. 
The oldest daughter, Hannah E., was mar- 


ried to Mr. James Buchanan, of Philadel- 

a phia; the youngest daughter, Bertha A., 

to Prof. William J. Hinks, Professor in 
_ Auburn Theological Seminary. 


The last two years, after his retirement, 
Dr, Berleman spent in the home of his 
daughter at Auburn, N. Y. But even dur- 
ing that time he was not entirely inac- 
os _ tive. During the winter of 1917- =e: Hope 
Reformed Church, Philadelphia, was sup- 
plied by him and in the summer of 1918 a 
Baptist Church at Throope, near Auburn, 
oN. VE 
Dr. Berleman was a well-known German 
ct, having published in the Kirchen- 
be zeitung, from 1893-1903, more than a hun- 
dred religious poems. 
w He died after an illness of several 
months in the home of his younger daugh- 
ter, Mrs. William J. Hinke, in Auburn, 
PN Y., on March 9, 1919. 
2 A preliminary service, prior to the re- 
moval of the body to Philadelphia, was 
held i in Auburn, N. Y., on Monday, March 
$ At this service the Rev. G. Carson 
msby, pastor of the Second Presbyterian 
urch, Auburn, conducted the liturgical 
art, while the Rev. Dr. George B. Stew- 
_ art, President of Auburn Seminary, deliv- 
ered a short but fitting address. 
On Wednesday afternoon, March 12th, 
the body lay in state and was viewed by 
3 a Jarge number of Dr. Berleman’s former 
_ friends in Salem Reformed Church, Phila- 
_ delphia, corner Fourth street and Fair- 
mount avenue. The Church had been beau- 
 tifully decorated with palms. Besides, 
many floral tributes from Church organ- 
izations and former friends, testifying to 
their esteem and love for their former 
pastor and friend, had been deposited on 
the chancel. The Consistory of Salem 
_ Church, the Ladies’ Society of the ‘Church, 
the Ladies’ Auxiliary of the Home at 
_ Lawndale, the 'Consistory of Hope Reform- 
ed Church, the Reformed Ministerial As- 
sociation of Philadelphia and many per- 
sonal friends had contributed these floral 
offerings. 
_ The funeral services, which began at 
Bc ae o’clock, were in charge of the Rev. 
Benjamin 8. Stern, D. D., who for forty- 

one years had been a personal friend of 
; 2! Dr. Berleman. Invocation was offered by 
» Rev. A. W. Klingner, pastor of Salem 
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’? the last hymn sung by Dr. Berle- 
in the circle of his family, was then 
re by the congregation, A selection, of 
_ Scripture passages was read by the Rey. 
= B. Ss. a D. D. Prayer was offered by 
Rev. Rufus C. Zartman, D. D. A Ger- 
ddress, based on Hosea 6: 1, was de- 

| by the Rev. George A. Scheer, 
for thirty-six years had been 
ith Dr. Berleman in pastoral 
iladelphia. Dr. Scheer also 
| a series of appropriate resolutions 

d ‘by the directors of the Protestant 
e for the Aged in Lawndale, of which 
erleman had been President for twen- 
Another hymn, ‘‘Nearer 
.’? also a favorite of Dr. 
hen sung by the congre- 
ee based on 


D., ‘who had béen 
deceased since 1878. 
larly, Dr. Berleman’s 
tribution to the Re- 
Association of Phila- 
ered by the Rev. 
. “5! Various resolutions 


rch. The hymn, ‘‘Jesus Lover of My. 


Mr. L. 


ciation, were then — 
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iliary Society of the Home for the Aged 
in Lawndale, the ‘Consistory of Hope 
Church in West Philadelphia, to which con- 
gregation Dr. Berleman had ministered dur- 
ing the winter of 1917-18, and finally, reso- 
lutions of the Ministerial prada of 
Philadelphia, presented by the Rev. James 
I. Good, D. D. ‘Dr. Stern then read an 
appropriate poem of the deceased, com- 
posed by him for similar occasions entitled, 
‘‘Daheim Ist’s Gut.’’?’ The benediction, 
pronounced by the Rey. C. B. Alspach, 
D. D., concluded the services in the Church. 
They were attended by a very large num- 
ber of friends, who filled the Church, and 
about forty ministers of the German Phila- 
delphia Classis and the Reformed Minis- 
terial Association of Philadelphia, of which 
the departed had been an active member. 

Interment took place in West Laurel 
Hill Cemetery, the services at the grave 
being in charge of Drs. Scheer and Stern. 


IN MEMORIAM 
THE REV. GUSTAV A. SWEDES, D. D. 


After a lingering illness of more than 
three years, Dr. Swedes died on the morn- 
ing of March 2d in his home at Albu- 
querque, New Mexico. His body was laid 
at rest in the cemetery of Covinigton, Ken- 
tueky. on the afternoon of March 8th. The 
funeral services were conducted by Pro- 
fessor George W. Richards, assisted by the 
Reverend W. E. Miller. The place of 
burial was also the place of birth, for 
on June 20th, 1866, he was born in the 
parsonage of the German Evangelical Re- 
formed Church of Covington. His fat her, 
the Reverend F. R. Swedes, was then 
pastor of that congregation. 

Gustav received his early education in 
the public schools of Fort Wayne, Indi- 
ana, and in the Maryland Academy, at 
Cumberland, Maryland. He entered Frank- 
lin and Marshall College, at Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, and graduated in the Class 
of 1883. He continued his preparation 
for the ministry in the Theological Sem- 
inary of the Reformed Church in the same 
place, graduating in the Class of 1886. 
His active ministry of about thirty years 
he divided between charges or congrega- 
tions located as follows: At Frostburg, 
Maryland; Kutztown, Pennsylvania; Beth- 
lehem, Pennsylvania, and Allentown, Penn- 
sylvania. The greater portion of this time 
was given to Christ Church, Bethlehem, 
where he served for twenty-one years. He 
closed his ministry as pastor of Salem 
Church, Allentown, after a brief service 
of four years. His health failing, he was 
constrained to lay down his work and to 
seek rest and recovery in a more favor- 
able climate. He, accordingly, moved with 
his family to Albuquerque; New Mexico, 
where he resided until the time of his 
death. He is survived by his wife, Clara 
C., nee Schleutker, his son, Gustav, and 
his daughter, Helen, recently married to 
G. Matthews, living in Newark, 
New Jersey. Three of his sisters also re- 
main to mourn his departure. 

The recital of these facts does seant 
justice to his excellent life and work. 
Though his sun went down at noon and 
his career closed in the prime of man- 
hood, with many a high hope and fond am- 
bition not realized, the fruits of his labors 
were none the less abundant. His was a 
notable ministry from the beginning. As 
a young man he made a profound impres- 
sion upon his congregation, and upon the 
communities in which he lived by the ardor 
and courage of his prophetic preaching, by 
the charm of its form as well as the vigor 
of its contents, by his fidelity as a pastor 
and his exemplary character as a man. The 
promise of his early ministry was fulfilled 
in his mature life, when by reason of his 
marked ability he came to rank among the 
first ministers of his denomnation. 

The secret of his success was that ho 
suffered nothing to divert him from the 
work of the ministry. He gave himself 
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wholly and indefatigably to his daily task. 
He divided his time systematically be- 
ween his study and his people. He at- 
tended to both without neglecting either, 
and thus became strong as preacher and 
efficient as pastor. Few men have been 
more painstaking in preparing for every 
part of each service. He was’ never slov- 
enly either in thought or in manner. He 
had an eye for the holiness of beauty in 
worship as well as a heart for the beauty 
of holiness in life. Gifted with a silver- 
toned voice, he delivered his message, 
which was always Biblical, thoughtful, 
and practical, with a charm that won the 
ear and a zeal that inspired the soul of his 
audience. Ever genial and gracious, he 
was also by nature dignified and grave in 
his bearing, whether in the home, the 
ministerial meeting, the Church, or on the 
street. His life always adorned and ap- 
proved his message. He was a man who 
graced a parlor as a guest and a sick-room 
as a pastor; a citizen of whom congrega- 
tion and community were justly proud. 

The last years of his ministry he spent 
in Salem Congregation, Allentown, Penn- 
sylvania. Here he won the esteem and the 
affection of his people. He threw himself 
without stint into that arduous field of 
labor. In addition to the ordinary work 
of the ministry, he took delight in pre- 
paring with his Consistory and the archi- 
tect plans for a new Church which was 
talked about years before. After visiting 
many Churches in various cities and study- 
ing Church architecture, his vision of an 
appropriate sanctuary for the people of 
Salem was wrought into blueprints and 
then built into stone. Though his ministry 
closed when the foundations were laid, and 
he was not privileged to officiate as pastor 
in the Church which he planned, it stands 
as a memorial both of his devotion to the 
Kingdom and of his mastery of ecclesias- 
tical architecture. 

Yet his life is commemorated not only 
by stone and brick. His work lives in 
boys and girls, in young men and women, 
in fathers and mothers, in friends and citi- 
zeus, who came into contact with him as 
a man, and who enjoyed his ministrations 
as preacher and pastor. In lives that he 
quickened, inspired, comforted, and 
strengthened by word and deed, though 
dead, he still speaketh. 

When the hour for his retirement came, 
the writer was invited to assist him in 
the last service at Salem; appropriately 
a Communion Service. It was one of the 
saddest days he ever spent. A minister 
in the maturity of manhood with a rich, 
ripe experience of thirty years, was com- 
pelled to lay down the staff of office. Yet 
when he pronounced the Benediction, there 
was not a quiver in his voice; and when 
he bade farewell, there was not a murmur 
or complaint. He showed the evidence of 
victory, the victory of faith, the faith 
which he had been taught by his parents 
and by his teachers, and which had been 
confirmed in him by the discipline of life, 
and proclaimed by him in season and out 
of season to the members of his flock. 
With the great Apostle he could join in the 
ery of triumph: ‘‘T have fought the good 
fight; I have finished the course; I have 
kept the faith.’’ And now, that the time 
of his departure has come, we may cherish 
the hope that he has obtained ‘‘the crown 
of righteousness which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, will give to all them that 
loveth his appearing.’’ 


George W. Richards. 


OBITUARY NOTICE 


On Saturday, March 1st, near the noon 
hour, Father Nathan Wagner, of Conyng- 
ham, Pa., who was born at Rockport, Car- 
bon County, Pa., June 27, 1836, another 
‘of the few veterans, answered the great 
roll call up yonder and peacefully entered 
into rest after months of much suffering. 
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courage substitution. 


Father Wagner was baptized in infancy, 
confirmed in,youth, and a member of the 
Reformed Church for about 65 years, and 
one of its liberal supporters. During his 
trusteeship of the parsonage very desirable 
improvements were made. 

In the time of his country’s need he 
enlisted in the army, becoming a member 
of Company F, 147th Pennsylvania Volun- 
teer Infantry. He took part in some 
thirty engagements, and after hard and 
faithful service was honorably discharged 
at Blandersburg, Maryland, June 6, 1865. 

Father Wagner was a substantial citi- 
zen and held a number of offices in the 
communities in which he resided. 


On November 23, 1876, he was united in ~ 


marriage with Miss Clara Lawn, by the 
Reverend J. H. Neiman, and the union was 
blessed with eleven children, four of them 
preceding the father in death. The now 
sorrowing wife, three sons, four daughters, 
nine grandchildren and two great-grand- 
children survive to mourn their great loss. 

On Wednesday, March 5, largely attend- 
ed funeral services were conducted by the 
pastor, Rey. D. A. Brown, who preached an 


appropriate sermon on the text, “And ¢ 


There is No Discharge in That War,’ 

Eceles. 8: 8, in Christ Church. Th 

ment was made in Union Ceme: 
. ys 7 G od ey 
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